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Haverhill speaks out 
against hate 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Many of Haverhill’s civic and 
religious leaders gathered in the 
Temple Emanu-El on Sunday, Oct. 
18 to speak out against a recent hate 
attack. 

On Sept. 27. the first day of the 
Jewish holiday Rosh Hashanah, 
many anti-Semitic flyers were scat- 
tered around the Temple Emanu-El 
and surrounding streets of Haverhill. 
They were left outside the synagogue 
while the Rosh Hashanah service was 
being conducted, and the worshipers 
were met with the hateful flyers. 

Due to the attack, The Civil 
Rights Commission which is a 
Haverhill-based group with represen- 
tatives from local churches, schools 
and other organizations met to decide 
how they should react. 

“It was important for people to 
know that there are still hate groups 
out there,” said Judith Kamber of 
Staff Development at NECC and a 
member of the board. 

“If we just let this happen, it says 
that Haverhill condones these acts of 
hate,” said Rabbi Ira Korinow, the 


chairman of the board. “We have to 
show that these acts are not accept- 
able.” 

The board decided that they 
would react to the attacks by holding 
an anti-hate rally at the very location 
that the attack took place. 

On Oct. 18, between 250-300 
people. gathered at the Temple 
Emanu-El to speak out against anti- 
Semitism and hate in general. 

“It’s atrocious,” said Genia 
Goldman of Haverhill and a member 
of the temple. “I can’t believe that 
this is happening in our country.” 

Korinow began the ceremony by 
giving those in attendance a brief 
symposium of the events that 
occurred and why the gathering was 
taking place. 

He spoke about how the act was 
even worse due to the timing of Rosh 
Hashanah, the Jewish New Year. He 
said that the holiday was a time if 
self-reflection, and these acts of hate 
came at one of the worst time possi- 
ble. 

“All of humanity needs to take 
steps towards enlightenment,” 
Korinow said. 

He stressed that he and the group 
felt that silence would be giving in 


and that people had to step up and 
make their voices heard. 

“l’m angry,” said John Guerin, 
the mayor of Haverhill, who spoke to 
the group. “Any time some people of 
Haverhill are hurt, we are all hurt.” 

They also spoke on how happy 
they were that such a variety of peo- 
ple came to the event. Korinow said 
that he was thrilled to see that so peo- 
ple of different religions came to 
speak for the assaulted. 

“I was happy to see so many peo- 
ple here of different religions,” said 
Shauna Harris of Danville, New 
Hampshire and a junior at 
Timberland high school. 

“Tam overwhelmed with the out- 
pouring of so many people from 
diverse backgrounds coming togeth- 
er,” said Annette Kurman. 

Clergy from many area churches 
came in support of their fellow reli- 
gion, and made a point to say that 
everyone is a family. 

Methodist Reverend Sason Dano 
walked over with members of her 
church in Haverhill, and spoke of 
how important the gathering of local 
religions and clergy. She was also 


See Hate, page 6 
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A little relaxation—From left, chris Civall, Joe 


Robinson and Brian Roy play a little hacky-sack to relax 
between classes outside of the C Building. 


Spanish Heritage Month celebrated in Lawrence 


NECC'’ Lawrence 
campus celebrates 
Hispanic heritage 


By Pau J. BROWN 
Contributing Reporter 


From Sept. 15 to Oct. 15, the 
NECC Lawrence campus held its 
inaugural Spanish Heritage Month 
celebration, an exposition on the his- 
tory and the culture of Latinos in 
America. 

“We want to educate Latinos and 
non-Latinos on the nuances and facts 


lost on the Spanish culture, because 
there are a great many Latinos who 
have no knowledge of their history or 
origins. People know who George 
Washington is, but do they know who 
Simon Bolivar is?” said Xavier 
Pelaez, a CDC administrator for the 
Lawrence campus. 

Pelaez noted that making 
Spanish Heritage Month a reality 
was no small feat. 

“The majority of the work was a 
team effort. Assistant Dean of CDC 
Rose Dittmer, Mentor program coor- 
dinator Gisela Nash and NECC stu- 
dent Mercedes Cabera played a piv- 
otal role in the event’s organization,” 
Pelaez said. “We took each week and 
highlighted a theme. One week, for 


example, would focus on the history 
and evolution of Hispanics in 
America, and another would focus on 
Hispanics in the fields of science and 
education. In the final week of the 
event, we celebrated Hispanics in the 
arts and entertainment field last, 
because we all know who Shakira is, 
we all know who Ricky Martin is, 
but are we aware of who authors like 
Sandra Cisneros or Julia Alvarez 
are?” 

Highlights during the month- 
long event included a dance duo per- 
forming a mambo to Latin salsa jazz, 
a career expo sponsored by Goya 
Foods and a visit from Boston Red 
Sox bullpen coach Euky Rojas. 

“Euky came down, courtesy of 


public relations coordinator Vanessa 
Leyvas, signed autographs and spoke 
to the students on how hard it is to be 
in a foreign land,” Pelaez stated. “But 
how beautiful and giving it can be to 
come here and embrace all of the lib- 
erties America has to offer.” 

When asked about the possibility 
of expanding a future Spanish 
History Month to the Haverhill cam- 
pus, Pelaez said. “Our goal is to have 
this become a part of NECC tradi- 
tion, and next year we hope to have 
more student participation reflective 
of our student body.” 

“We want to encompass our 
artists and writers in a forum where 
they can display their works and their 
talents,” Pelaez said. “This year was 


a pilot program; now we can just 
copy what we did this year, improve 
upon it, and set up two displays on 
both campuses. We picked the 
Lawrence campus because of the big 
Latino population, but there was a lot 
of interest from students over at the 
Haverhill canipus, so next year will 
be bigger and better.” 

Pelaez concluded “The goal of 
Spanish Heritage Month is not to 
separate Hispanics from America, 
but to get the understanding that 
Latinos are interwoven with the fab- 
ric of America. We are not the stereo- 
types portrayed in the media. 
Everyone in the US created what we 
have today.” 
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Some credit for 
the great teachers 


With the passing of former 
NECC Psychology Professor Paula 
Strangie, it seems important to reflect 
upon the value of great teachers. 

According to NECC professor 
Sandra Devellis, Strangie was a 
teacher who was loved by her stu- 
dents, both for her attitude and teach- 
ing methods. 

So it seems appropriate to com- 
ment on how much of a positive 
influence a great professor has on his 
or her students. 

To many students, the idea of a 
“great professor” is quite subjective. 
Many would say that a teacher who is 
“easy” or who doesn’t give hard work 
is a “good teacher.” Others would say 
that a teacher who lets them get away 
with negative activities is a “good 
teacher.” 

But in reality, a good teacher is 
someone who makes a student want 
to learn. They aren’t just throwing out 
information or reading from a text- 
book, they are making the class inter- 
esting and often making the informa- 
tion relatable for the student. 

In my opinion, the way to tell the 
good teachers from the rest is that stu- 
dents want to go to their class. When 
a student enjoys the class, then he or 
she will want to learn. 

There is nothing better for a stu- 
dent than being able to go to a class 
he or she enjoys. It is hard enough to 
get motivated to do homework, study, 


read and, worst of all, go to class. But 
when a student enjoys the class, those 
tasks seem less challenging. It is not 
as hard to get up and go to class when 
the student doesn’t mind going to the 
class. 

On the other hand, there are few 
things more painful for a student than 
dealing with a class he or she hates. 
When a student hates the class, home- 
work and studying become a much 
more difficult task, and going to class 
becomes pure torture. 

It is no coincidence that students 
do better in classes they enjoy. It is 
due to the fact that they want to study 
and pay attention in class. It feels 


more like a useful task, instead of 


mindless busy work. When a student 
feels he or she needs the information 
that is, the student will learn it. 

A common misconception is that 
a professor with high standards can- 
not be popular. That is clearly false. 
Many of the best teachers have very 
high standards, but they back that up 
with solid teaching and quality prepa- 
ration. So those standards can be met 
with some effort from students. 

There are many great professors 
at Northern Essex Community 
College. NECC has been able to 
bring in many great professors who 
make students want to learn. 

It is a challenge for professors to 
motivate some students. NECC is not 
Harvard, and many of its students 
were not motivated in high school, 
but many professors are willing to do 
their best to spread knowledge. 

To those professors who are 
great, we students say “thank you.” 
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Phil Blanchette, Undeclared 
“Everyone knows that it was the 
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The The politics of being in America 


Before I write anything this 
week, | just want to apologize for my 
last funhouse. It was all my fault and 
I’m very sorry to all my fans, “I’m 
sorry.” See, now you even get it in 
quotes. Why am I sorry? What is my 
fault? Well you see, | overlooked one 
thing in my last article. Something 
that if | had noticed before | would 
have been able to spare you. Spare 
you from the propaganda I perpetual- 
ly spew forth each week, because the 
last thing I want to have in the vicin- 
ity of my diploma is the word “liber- 
al”. Now with that heart felt (cough), 
apology (cough), out of the way, it is 
sure to put me back on track with 90 
percent of the faculty at NECC. 

Let’s take a look at Uncle Steve’s 
mailbox! Ironically enough, not 
even Uncle Steve knew about this 
mailbox existed until I got these let- 
ters. 

The first letter comes from Nate 
Thomas. Now, going against all rules 
of good journalism just look to page 
three and down at the letters to see 
his entire letter, as I will only be 
paraphrasing at best. 

Now young Nate (I’m assuming 
he’s young, but it works anyway) 
compares US politics to an airplane 
ride. Also saying that we are the 
coach passengers and that the politi- 
cians are the flight crew. Well Nate, 
1 like how you mentioned that most 
people are in the middle or indepen- 
dent because I believe that they are. 
But you forgot two different groups 


that will have a great influence on the 
flight of your runaway airplane we 
call politics. 

One big force is called the inter- 
est group. Now, there are all types of 
interest groups that are involved in 
politics, but for the most part I don’t 
think that they 
are part of the 
“first class”, 
whom I hope 
I'm right in 
assuming is 
the top one 
percent of rich 
and influence 
people 
Inte relist 
groups have 
certain beliefs 
that they will 
go through 
hell to make 
sure have a 
place in poli- 
tics and our 
everyday lives. Just take a look at 
the NRA. That’s a name I’m sure 
everybody knows and if you don’t, 
stop reading this now. 

The NRA is an interest group that 
has its hand in more than a couple of 
pies. So how do interest groups get 
this much power? I can su_n it up in 
one word for you, organization. 
Organized groups organize get a lot 
(hell, doesn’t even need to be a lot, 
just a good amount) of people that 
either think the same, that can be 
manipulated in to thinking the same, 
or people who will sell their vote in 
an upcoming election. 


To tie this into the next force 
behind politics, remember during the 
Gubernatorial race, there was a ques- 
tion about full English immersion. 
Now, | know this is dated, however, 
even though people overwhelmingly 
voted against classes being taught in 


Spanish, Instead of that, a compro- 
mise was met and Spanish can be 
taught every other week. So all the 
politicians went against the will of 
the people, and | don’t think I’m 
going out on a limb, probably struck 
this deal with an interest group. Good 
for that group. They got what they 
wanted. It wasn’t the will of the peo- 
ple that voted, but hey , it’s politics. 
This ties in with that other force, 
the press, because what I want to 
know is where the hell was the press 
coverage on that gem? I guess Dubya 
must have stumbled over some word- 
ing in one of his speeches. The point 


is this, Nate. There is a huge bias in 
the media towards the liberal point of 
view. Unless of course you watch 
Fox news. | heard this on 96.9 FM 
talk, which I listen to on a fairly reg- 
ular basis from 3-8 in the afternoon. 

But fear not, fellow readers, 
because I have 
gone ahead and 
fixed this little 
speed bump we 
call media. It’s 
as simple as 
this, we get 
another country 
to cover our 
Say we 
have the media 
in Spain come 
over and cover 
all American 
news, then 
American 
media can 
cover German 
news and so on 
and so forth. This way, we know that 
the media from Spain has nothing to 
gain from covering American news 
and they have a chance of being 
unbiased. 

So in closing, Nathan, we may be 
the passengers on the plane and the 
politicians may be the flight crew. 
However, you have to ask yourself 
who is the one flying the damn plane 
and how much gas you have. 

Another subject that | want to 
touch on is the hate flyers that were 
recently dispersed in Haverhill. 
Now, | got my hands on these anti- 
Semitic flyers and if you would like 


news. 


go 


to read the whole story, please read 
the article featured in the news sec- 
tion of this very paper by Dave 
Willis. 

After | read these flyers, I just 
laughed. How, in this day and age, 
can people take this crap seriously. If 
1 could offer one suggestion to peo- 
ple who are offended by this incredi- 
bly obtuse and outright ridiculous 
stunt, just don’t pay attention. I for- 
get who said it, but it was someone 
famous who said “the two most 
abundant things in the universe are 
hydrogen and human stupidity”. 

The people who came out with 
this crud are obviously idiots but, if] 
had it my way, they would get zero 
press time. Hell, I would not even 
write about them. You don’t give the 
biggest idiot the village the loudest 
voice, and if the idiot has the loudest 
voice, you just don’t listen. That’s 
what should happen, just don’t listen. 
If these people would be so vile as to 
use violence or even threats of vio- 
lence, they should be prosecuted to 
the full extent of the law. 

All I can say is that there is no 
way to stop these fools, but you don’t 
have to listen and just always think 
the best of people, because even 
though there are those who perpe- 
trate stunts like this. At least Uncle 
Steve still believes there are a lot 
more nice people, as opposed to evil 
idiots. 

To close with a great and I’m 
sure it will be an uplifting quote this 
week, I wanted to choose a quote to 
go along with my Photoshop. 
“THUNDERCATS HOOOOO!” 


Hartleb responds to 
editorial on salaries 


Dear Editor, 


The Oct. | editorial titled “Salary 
differences raise questions” indicated 
that 32 salaried Northern Essex 
employees were making under 
$20,000 a year. While this is basical- 
ly true, it’s important to note that all 
of these employees are working part- 
time. There is not a single Northern 
Essex employee in any category that 
works full-time and makes under 
$20,000 a year. 

The editorial also referred to the 
“extremely low” salaries for new fac- 
ulty without indicating what the col- 
lege’s average starting salaries are. 
We just collected this information for 
a Board of Higher Education report 
and the average salary of the full- 


time faculty hired at Northern Essex 
in the last two years was $40,860. 
The average full-time faculty mem- 
ber at Northern Essex makes 
$55,035, according to information 
that was gathered for the same report. 

Faculty members, and _ the 
strength of their teaching, are the 
foundation of any institution of high- 
er education and this is certainly the 
case at Northern Essex. I just want to 
be sure that information regarding 
salaries is clear. 


Sincerely, 


David F. Hartleb 
President 


Concern over textbook costs 


Dear Editor, 


1 whole-heatedly agree with opin- 
ion editor Stevin Bartholomew. In his 
Sept. 17 opinion article he mentions 
the cost of textbooks. 

The cost of college textbooks is 
outrageous, and there should be some 
sort of regulation against this. 

This semester it cost me $288.10 
out of my own pocket to purchase my 
textbooks, which were used by the 
way. 

With several more semesters to go 
and other bills to pay I wonder how | 
will afford my books. 

Publishing companies take advan- 
tage of college students because they 


know there is no other alternative. If 
you want to pass the class, you must 
buy the book at whatever the cost. 
This is where our higher education 
system also lets us down. Once you 
are done with a book that cost 
$130.00, you have the option of sell- 
ing it back to your school for approxi- 
mately 10% of its original cost no mat- 
ter how good a shape it is in. This 
would not bother me except that the 
school turns around and sells this book 
back to the next student for about 80% 
of its original cost. 


Renee Bodwell 
Haverhill 


Campus should have broader 
conversation on democracy 


Friends, 


In light of the wide range of 


views expressed when asked opin- 
ion of Pres. G. W. Bush’s foreign 
policy, it seems unfortunate that a 
center of learning like N. E. C. C. 
doesn’t have a stronger and broader 
“conversation” ongoing about these 
crucially important political issues. 

While some comments were 
wonderfully insightful, others were 
remarkably naive. It’s as if some 


Ultimate simplification 
of American politics 


Hey Mister Bart, I decided to 
take a jaunt through your neighbor- 
hood. 

I think I have figured out the 
ultimate simplification of US poli- 
tics: 

Although there are always the 
extremists sitting on the tips of the 
Right and Left wings of the politics 
plane, most people are in the middle 
cabin; seated slightly to one side. 
The politicians are like the in-flight 
crew, acting like its a big favor to 
both sides of the 'coach' majority 
when they serve us peanuts—and 
pander to those in first class who 
are consequently eating steak. 

1 think the problem is, we’re 
too busy fighting with each other in 
coach about who is sitting in first 


are afraid of examining their own 
real feelings and views on these 
matters; perhaps fearing to discover 
that they may actually disagree with 
policy, parents, friends, fellow stu- 
dents, etc. 

But only through careful exami- 
nation can we discover and pursue 
paths that genuinely further the 
American experiment: our democra- 
cy. And it is precisely through such 
discussion on campuses, in homes, 
over dinner that this investigation 


class—losing sight that it is more 
important to know who is flying the 
plane. 

After all, if we let someone 
incompetent behind the stick, it will 
crash; and it won't matter who won 
the argument as we lay in the 
wreckage of Democracy. Those of 
you who don’t vote will just be 
counted among the unidentified 
dead. Go to the 'C’ building and 
register while you can. You may 
think your vote makes no impact; 
but either way, your body will. 

Just my opinion. 


Thanks, 


Nate Thomas 


has gone on. 

In a college community, where 
learning and understanding is sup- 
posed to be examined more deeply 
—in truth—than in the world at 
large, one might hope to find dialog 
that leads the way to better connec- 
tion between the will of the people 
and the actions of a nation. 


Diego Gonzalez 
Recruitment Counselor, 
Office of Admission 


The Observer welcomes 
letters from our readers. 


Send email to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
Or drop off letters: 
Observer newsroom, F-129, 
Behrakis Student Center 


Letters must be signed and should 
provide a phone number 
or email contact information. 


Page 4 NECC Observer 


Oct. 22, 2003 


Whats wrong with community college? 


Why big colleges are 
not really all that 
much better 


The atten- 
dance rates of 
community 
* colleges have 
been rising 
over the years. 
Many of the 
students which 
attend either 
go onto a four 
year- university or earn an associ- 
ates degree and start work. 
Community colleges are a way to 
earn trasferrable credits and save a 
ridiculous amount of money. But 
we are still looked at differently 
than university students. 

“It has become the norm to go 
to a four- year college after gradu- 
ating high school. Society sees suc- 
cess as going to college, then get- 
ting a white-collar job and a picket 
fence in some suburb. Community 


colleges are offering more and 
more vocational majors that are 
critical to society. But it would be 
unnecessary to attend a four-year 
institution,” said Katherine Smith, 
a graduate student at the 
University of Santa Barbara. 

It’s not just that commu- 
nity colleges emphasize 
vocational majors that don’t 
require a bachelor’s degree. 
There are many students that 
started at the community 
level looking to transfer. We 
are receiving the same cred- 
its as university students, but 
we get half the respect. 

I guess I’m going to be 
the first one to say what all of 
us already know, but decline 
to say out loud. We are not 
seen as students on a college 
level, but as an extention of high 
school. 

Society assumes that commu- 
nity college students were “slackers 
in high school who couldn’t have 
gotten into a university even if they 
had made the effort to apply.” 

This comment was overheard in 
a conversation between what I 
assume were two BU students. I 
was appalled at the fact that my 


insecurities were being confirmed, 
we really are looked down upon. 
We at the community colleges 
are getting a solid education, but 
are not paying nearly as much as 


those at major colleges. 

Does it make sense to anyone 
that some people even go to private 
junior colleges, and pay the price of 
a major university, but only get the 
education that they would receive 
at NECC or surrounding ones? 

Northern Essex Community 
College has an amazing teaching 
staff that rivals many universities. 
Iwo of my professors studied at 


Harvard, and the others have so 
much experience under their belts 
that | sometimes wonder why they 
teach at the community college 
level. 


BW Ef 


Society assumes that community college stu- 
dents were “slackers in high school that could- 
n’t have gotten into a university even if they had 
made the effort to apply.” 


To see how students feel about 
the teachers here, then just look at 
this week’s staff editoial on page 2. 
In it, a writer talks about the best 
teachers at NECC, and tells what 
they do for students. 

Community college students 
are hard workers. We go to school 
full time, have jobs (if not two,) 
deal with homework, bills, applica- 
tions if we want to transfer and 


some attempt at a social life. If you 
look at many university students, 
many of them are just that, full time 
students that don’t work, just party 
and study. 

“I don’t get any money from 
my parents at all, where they 
give my sister (who goes to Al 
New England) money all the 
time,” replied NECC student 
Amy Tsantarliotis on the view 
of parents on community col- 
lege students.She is one of 
many that sits by unassisted 
while the “rents” fork over 
monetary assistance to our 
University attending siblings. “I 
didn’t even apply anywhere, 
because | didn’t know what | 
wanted to do. I saved a ton of 
money.” 

This is the song many of us 
sing, and we were smart to make 
the choices we made. 
Unfortunately, society has yet to 
see us in the light we deserve, but 
when we are successful in our 
venues, or when our student loans 
are completely paid off ten years 
before other university graduates, 
we'll see who has the last laugh! 


NORTHERN ESSEX STUDENTS 


You can get up fo 


$23,000* 


for College Education Assistance!!! 


“UPS Earn & Learn Program Guidelines Apply. 


The UPS 
EARN & 
LEARN 
Program 


NOW HIRING PART-TIME PACKAGE HANDLERS 
AT THE UPS CHELMSFORD FACILITY! 


APPLY TODAY AND GAIN VALUABLE WORK EXPERIENCE 
WITH A GROWING FORTUNE 500 COMPANY. 


ASK YOUR UPS RECRUITER ABOUT: 


¢ UPS Earn & Learn Program * ConSern® Education Loans * UPS Bonus Program 
* Full-Time Benefits with ao Part-Time Joo * Great Starting Weekly Pay * And Much More!!! 


To Set Up An Appointment With Your On-Campus Recruiter, 
Call Our Phone Mail: 
Rosa (Haverhill Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4038 
David (Haverhill Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4002 
Yaneira (Lawrence Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4010 
Or Call: 978-441-3400 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 


UPS and the UPS brandmark one regstered tradarmars of United Poros Sentce of America. inc. Al nghts reserved 
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A car accident and a man peeping in 
on belly-dancers on campus 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


Many incidents have occurred 
on the Haverhill campus since the 
start of the Fall semester. Car chas- 
es, harassment, student illnesses 
and an invasion of privacy are just a 
few events which took place during 


September and early October. 

At the start of the semester, a stu- 
dent suffering from an asthma attack 
was taken to the hospital by ambu- 
lance. Later that month, an NECC 
professor reported a male harassing 
three female students. The professor 
gave a description of this male to 
Eagle security. That following day, a 
car was chased onto campus by four 
other vehicles. Security was notified 
and the Haverhill police were con- 
tacted. 

In October, a male member at the 
NECC dance studio was found peep- 
ing at belly-dancers from outside the 
building. This person ran when they 
were approached by an instructor. 


Haverhill police were called 
again to assist. 

The following information was 
obtained from the campus security 
office: 

9/8/03: A pocket book was 
found. It was picked up by its owner 
at the Security Office 

9/10/03: A student sufferred an 
Asthma attack, and was transported 
by ambulance to a local hospital, 
report taken. 

A car fire took place in Lot 3. 
The Fire Department came to the 
scene, report taken. 


9/15/03: Ice cream was found 
missing from room F124, report 


College discusses 
assessment issues 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The assessment tests for enter- 
ing NECC students, the process 
that the Massachusetts board of 
higher education is planning to use 
to assess state college, a short 
update on the building situation 
and new hiring were on the agenda 
for the latest NECC Board of 
Trustees meeting Wednesday, 
October 1. 

Much of the meeting centered 
around the Board of Higher 
Education’s new assessment plan 
for higher education. 

NECC president David Hartleb 
compared the severity of the plan 
to an “atomic bomb” in terms of 
the damage it would do to higher 
education. 

The issue was based, in large 
part, around the issue of “account- 
ability.” 

This issue, which first came 
into play as the _ general 
Appropriations Act of 1997, and 
was later strengthened in 2003, 
said that the Board of Higher 
Education, in conjunction with the 
colleges, had to come up with a 
performance accountability system 
for college which promoted 
accountability for effective man- 
agement of public funds and 
achieve measurable success in aca- 
demics, according to a release. 

“I have no problem with it,” 
said Hartleb. “But I have no idea 


what it means.” 

Hartleb and the trustees said 
that the plan was a bit unclear on 
how it hoped to accomplish its 
goals, and seemed to use informa- 
tion that did not tell the college’s 
entire situation. 

When it goes into place, this 
system, which is explained primar- 
ily in a 57-page packet, will mea- 
sure many elements, such as access 
and affordability of colleges, stu- 
dent success and other elements of 
the colleges. Those factors would 
then be compared to other commu- 
nity colleges to see which are per- 
forming better, or worse, than the 
others. 

The BHE will use the plan, 
which is set to go into effect in 
2005, to identify those colleges that 
are under performing. A trend 
report will be taken for this year, 
and “at-risk” schools will be identi- 
fied, designated as “under perform- 
ing” and will be encouraged to 
improve, according to a press 
release from NECC. 

All students that hope to be 
enrolled at Northern Essex must 
first take an assessment test that 
shows where the student stands as 
far as knowledge in such areas as 
Math and English. The test, given 
by the Assessment Center, assesses 
around 2,700 students yearly, 
according Angela Guarino of the 
Academic Support Center. 

This test serves as a tool to tell 
if a student needs to be entered into 
the ESL program or needs to take a 
class such as basic algebra II 


instead of going straight to college 
algebra based on the scores that the 
student received on the assessment 
test. 

Guarino explained the history 
of this assessment testing to the 
trustees and gave examples of how 
it has helped specific students get 
the proper start, and have continu- 
ing success in college. 

Guarino also went on to talk 
about how NECC has stepped into 
a leadership role in statewide plan- 
ning and implementing of these 
types of programs. 

She explained that the major 
goal of this is not to hold students 
back, but to put them in classes that 
will fit them, and will help them 
get on the track to success. 

Also an address at the meeting 
was the announcement of newly 
appointed professors, including 
two full-time financial aid coun- 
selors and an administrative assis- 
tant. 

The building projects, which 
have been on hold since May, 
remain on hold, according to Mark 
Andrews, the vice president of 
administration. 

Andrews said that the new 
technology building and student 
center remain “frozen,” but are on 
track to be started in May of 2004. 

The meeting hit a solemn note 
when Hartleb announced that Paula 
Strangie, the former professor who 
worked very hard to make the 
advising office what it is today, 
passed away the day before. 


taken. 

9/17/03: The smell of smoke was 
present in the F-Building. The Fire 
Dept. was called, report taken. 

9/29/03: Professor reported a 
male harassing three female stu- 
dents. A description was given to 
security, report taken. 

9/30/03: A car was chased onto 
campus by four other vehicles. 
Police called, report taken. 

10/6/03: A student became ill 
from fumes spilled in his car. EMTs 
were called and the student was 
transported by mother to the hospi- 
tal. Report taken. 

A car was damaged in Lot 3. The 
car that caused the damage drove 


away. 
A dance studio male was scene 
peeping at belly-dancers. He ran 
when approached by _ instructor. 
Police were called, report taken. 
10/9/03: A trucker complained of 
inappropriate behavior from a stu- 
dent. The student is to meet with 
Nita Lamborgini, report taken. 
10/11/03: A window waas bro- 
ken in gym by soccer ball during 
P.A.L. Tournament. 
An automobile accident occured 
at the soccer field during the tourna- 
ment. Report taken. 


MassPIRG group 
holds food drive 


Student interns 
collect food for 


hungry 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


Carolyn Matthews, MassPIRG 
intern and NECC student, has orga- 
nized a group of students on the 
Haverhill campus this fall to fight 
hunger and homelessness. 

With the aid and guidance of 
Leslie Mendoza, MassPIRG’s intern- 


items were needed. On their way out, 
consumers had the chance to donate 
whatever they had purchased into a 
bin. 

Items such as canned goods and 
non-perishable items were on the 
lists. Many donated what they had 
purchased inside the store. 

“One woman donated six bags 
of food. A man went in wanting just 
a bag of bread, came out with a bag 
of food and gave it to us,” Matthews 
commented. 

The interns took what they had 
collected during the day in 
Newburyport and brought the food to 
the Emmaus house. Matthews and 
company were well received by the 


—————_¢¢6¢—___—_ 


We filled six carts full of food, it took 
two cars to take all of it to the Emmaus 


House. 


—Carolyn Matthews 


ship coordinator at NECC, Matthews 
and her group are receiving good 
turnout with local communities. 

With MassPIRG’s “Hunger and 
Homelessness” week taking place 
Oct. 16-27 on both campuses, the 
group seeks to make students aware 
of the problem with hunger, as well 
as help prevent it. 

In doing so, food drives are being 
set up at Market Baskets in 
Haverhill, Methuen, Rowley and 
more to help local shelters such as 
the Emmaus House in Haverhill and 
Lazarus House in Lawrence. 

One such food drive took place 
Sat. Oct. 14 at the Market Basket in 
Newburyport. The group received 
many donations from incoming 
shoppers. 

“We filled six carts full of food, it 
took two cars to take all of it to the 
Emmaus House. Everything went 
wonderful, people were so gener- 
ous,” Matthews added. 

Shoppers were given grocery 
lists by MassPIRG interns on what 


people living there. “They were so 
psyched for our help, and they were 
all so welcoming. Their entire base- 
ment is a food pantry. With 
Thanksgiving coming soon, they’re 
getting all the help they can get,” 
Matthews explained. 

Because of the high turnout in 
donations, MassPIRG interns are 
planning for another. On Sun., Oct. 
19, a drive will take place at the 
North Andover Market Basket. 

“The Newburyport drive was so 
successful, we thought we should do 
more,” Mendoza stated. 

Along with assisting the 
Emmaus house, the group intends to 
help the Lazarus house in Lawrence. 

“The average age of a homeless 
person in Massachusetts is six-years 
old. Lawrence is the 23 poorest city 
in the nation,” Matthews said. 

With Lawrence their next goal, 
the group continues its campaign 
against hunger and homelessness. 
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Former Northern Essex professor 
passes away after extended illness 


By Davin WILLIS 
Editor 


Paula Strangie, a former profes- 
sor and advisor at Northern Essex, 
passed away on Tuesday, Oct. 30. 

Strangie worked extremely hard 
to create and improve the NECC 
Advising Center, to make it helpful 
for students. She was also a professor 
of psychology, loved by students and 
NECC employees alike, according to 
NECC professor and close friend 
Sandra DeVellis. 

Strangie was born on Dec. 30, 
1948. She graduated from Revere 
High School in 1966. She then went 
on to earn her bachelor’s degree from 
UMass-Amherst and her Master’s 
degree from Salem State, both in 
behavioral sciences. 

She joined the Northern Essex 
faculty in 1979,and quickly became a 
very popular, full-time professor in 
psychology. 

DeVellis said that Strangie’s 
classes were always overenrolled 
because so many students wanted to 
take her classes, which were often 
known to be different than those of 
other professors. DeVellis said that 
one of the reasons her classes were so 
popular was that Strangie wanted to 
do more than just give students infor- 


Paula Strangie 


mation. She wanted to help students 
“Jearn to learn.” She wanted to help 
students understand the information 
and be able to find it themselves. She 
wanted students to learn the informa- 
tion, not just remember it. 

DeVellis said that Strangie’s love 
for students also led her to get close- 
ly involved with the advising pro- 
gram. 

According to DeVellis, Strangie 
believed that students needed to be 
advised on what classes to take, so 
that they did not waste their time in 
needless classes. She wanted to help 
students take the correct classes so 
that they were on the proper career 
path. 

To aid that cause, Strangie, 


DeVellis and other professors volun- 
teered their free time to help advise 
students. 

DeVellis said that, in the early 
years, they had to set up in the hall- 
way of the second floor of the B 
building, with card tables, file cabi- 
nets they would roll out into the hall 
and a borrowed phone. They were 
not paid for that work, but were 
happy to work the long hours. 
DeVellis said it was very 
“makeshift,” but they managed to 
help many students. 

That work, lead by Strangie, 
showed the college why it needed a 
full-time advising center, which is 
now a major part of the college. 

“That is all based on her vision,” 
said DeVellis. 

After leaving the faculty due to 
failing health, Strangie took over as 
head of the advising center that she 
helped to create. That center was 
named for her in 2003. 

All of her work with advising 
was due, in large part, to her love for 
students, according to DeVellis. 
Strangie wanted to help them learn, 
but also wanted to help them become 
better people. She worked a great 
deal with student orientation, often 
playing a slacking student in skits, 
and was there to talk a student 
through an issue. 


People of Haverhill speak 
out against hate 


Continued from page | 


thrilled that people of so 
many different age groups, from 
babies to elderly people, were 
there in support 

She called on the clergy to 
Speak to their congregation to 
stand up for all that is right, and 
forget about the differences in 
religions 

One of the most emotional 
parts of the ceremony was when 
all in attendance sang the song 
“We Shall Overcome.” 


Lead by Donn Rosenswieg, 
the cantor of Temple Emanu-EL 
in Andover, the group held hands 


and sang. Many hugged, and 
some even cried during the ren- 
dition. ; 

That was followed by the 
singing of “How Beautiful Our 
Spacious Skies,” which was also 
met with a large amount of emo- 
tion. 

In front of the group, 
Rosenswieg quoted the late Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. It had to 
do with the hurt that hate inflicts. 

Allan DiNaro, the Haverhill 
Chief of Police, spoke on how 
cowardly an act the leafleting 
was, since they did not even 
show their faces. He also stressed 
that those who committed the act 


are a small minority of the peo- 
ple of Haverhill. 

It is believed that the flyers 
were dropped by The National 
Alliance, a white supremacist 
group that is based in West 
Virginia. While it is not known 
The 


has a 


whether 
Alliance 
following in 
Massachusetts, 
the flyers all had 
the 
name and sym- 
bol on it 
According 


group’s 


to its website, 
the 


believes in 


alliance 

the 

dominance in the Aryan race. 
However, Kurman said that the 
group may be falling apart due to 
the death of their leader, Dr. 
William Pierce, last year. 

While it came as a surprise to 
many in attendance that anti- 
Semitism still exists in America, 
NECC Professor Arthur Barlas 
said that it is a very long-lasting 
feeling. 

“Everyone hated the Jews,” 
Barlas said. 

Barlas said that, prior to 
World War II, the majority of 
people in America disliked 
Jewish people, although the feel- 


—_¢¢-——_ 


I think it was 

wonderful 
—Rev. Ira 
Korinow 


ings were not as strong as in 
other countries. 

He said that many felt that 
that the Jewish people were to 
blame for the death of Christ, and 
many other negative stereotypes. 

After World War II, in which 
the Nazis 
killed about 
six 
Jews, much of 
the public 
anti-Semitism 
died off. 
However, 
Barlas 
the 
still 
many forms. 


million 


said, 
feelings 
exist in 
He said that anti-Semitic 
beliefs remain in people who 
were alive when it was popular, 
and other underground groups. 
He said that 
groups of younger people who 
are just being defiant, and do not 
understand what they are doing. 

After the ceremony ended, 
there were refreshments for all in 
attendance. It was also the lead 
story on the Channel 4 news at 
11 p.m. 

“I think it was wonderful,” 
Kurman said. “It makes a strong 
comment that no kind of hatred 
will be tolerated.” 


it also exists in 


Strangie also celebrated diversi- 
ty. She worked hard to make her 
classes accessible for handicapped 
students and students with other 
obstacles. 

One example of her compassion 
was that she took sign-language 
courses, and because helpful in 
working with the hearing impaired. 

She also celebrated all racial and 
religious diversities, and worked to 
help students do the same. 

She also worked on a number of 
committees, such as the sexual 
harassment committee, and was the 
co-advisor of the Physiology Honors 
Society. 

Her compassion also extended to 
the faculty and administration. 
DeVellis said that Strangie was a 
great help to new professors, often 
making them feel at home and shar- 
ing her course material with them. 

But, DeVellis said, Strangie will 
be most remembered for her person- 
ality and infectious sense of humor. 

DeVellis said that working with 
Strangie was always enjoyable, 
because she was so funny. NECC 
employees used to look forward to 
seeing her on the agenda for a meet- 
ing, because she always had some- 
thing humorous to say. She would 
play the kazoo for fun, and her and 
DeVellis would write song parodies 


for meetings. 

DeVellis said that Strangie saw 
Northern Essex as her family, and 
loved the college. From the faculty, 
to the staff, to the administration, she 
was compassionate to everyone. 

“No one has ever had a bad thing 
to say about her,” said DeVellis. 
“How many people who worked in 
the same place for 20 years can you 
say that about?” 

While she always spoke for what 
she believed in, Strangie was never 
upset with the people who were on 
the other side of the topic. She 
respected that people had different 
views. 

She retired in March of 2002, and 
the college threw her a huge going 
away party. 

Strangie passed away on Oct. 30, 
just past 11:00 p.m. at Beth Israei 
Hospital, surrounded by family and 
friends. She had spent the past 16 
months in the hospital due to lung 
disease, stemming from the treatment 
she received for Hodgkins Disease, 
from which she suffered since her 
20s. DeVellis said that a friend visit- 
ed Strangie every day she was in the 
hospital during her stay. She was 54 
years old. 


David Willis photo 


From left, Rev. Ira Korinow, Haverhill Police Chief Allan 
DiNaro and Haverhill Mayor John Guerin hold hands and sing 


along to “We Will Overcome.” 
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National News 
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from AP wire reports 


Rice insists US 
war on terror 


is not war on Islam 


WASHINGTON (AP) 
President Bush's national security 
adviser insisted Sunday that the 
U.S. fight against terrorism is not a 
war between Christianity and Islam, 
despite a top general's comments 
that seemed to say it is. 

But Condoleezza Rice twice 
avoided a question about whether 
Bush will condemn statements by 
Army Lt. Gen. William G. Boykin, 
the deputy undersecretary of 
defense for intelligence. 

“The president has been 
absolutely clear that this is not a war 
of religions.” Rice told ABC’s 
“This Week.” 

“Islam is a peaceful religion. 
The president is respectful of those 
who practice the Islamic faith,” 
Rice said from Thailand, where 
Bush was attending a summit of 
Asian and Pacific nations. 


College student 
exposes holes in 
airline security 


WASHINGTON (AP) A col- 
lege student who the FBI believes 
hid box cutters and other banned 
items aboard two Southwest 
Airlines planes had warned govern- 
ment officials he would try to bring 
forbidden articles onto commercial 
flights to expose holes in security. 

A federal law enforcement offi- 
cial confirmed Saturday that inves- 
tigators are interviewing Nathaniel 
T. Heatwole of Greensboro, N.C., 
to learn how he got through airport 
screeners while also carrying 
bleach, matches, modeling clay and 
notes detailing his intention to test 
security. 

A Bush administration official 
said the suspected perpetrator last 
month sent the government an e- 
mail warning of his intention to 
conceal similar suspicious items on 
six planes and provided dates and 
locations for the plan. 

The discovery triggered 
stepped-up inspections of the entire 
U.S. commercial air fleet — roughly 
7,000 planes. 


More than half of 
Americans unhappy 
with health care 


WASHINGTON (AP) The pub- 
lic's growing unease with the current 
health care system has built support 
for a new approach that would mean 
care for all Americans and changes 
in laws governing prescription 
drugs, a poll suggests. 

A sizable majority, 70 percent, 
said it should be legal for Americans 
to buy prescription drugs outside the 
United States, according to the ABC 
News- Washington Post poll. 

The poll released Sunday found 
that more than half of Americans, 54 
percent, are dissatisfied with the 
overall quality of health care in the 
United States. That dissatisfaction is 
10 percentage points higher than in 
2000. ; 


NECC Student Senate forced 
to call off elections 


By MAKEEBA FRASER 
Contributing Reporter 


The Student Senate elections 
were cancelled due to the lack of par- 
ticipating candidates on the election 
days, Oct.7-8. 

Dina Brown, the student activ- 
ity coordinator said, “If there is less 
than seven participants on the origi- 
nal election date, the elections cannot 
be held even if the date is extended.” 

However the student senate now 
has seven members who joined after 
the election deadline had passed. “I 
received two more nomination forms 
on Friday after the elections had 
passed.” Brown said. 

Out of the seven candidates, 
John Tsangaris is the only participant 
from the Lawrence Campus. Since 
there were no elections, the candi- 
dates voted amongst themselves to 
nominate each other into different 
positions. As of now, they have voted 
for Danielle Jackson to be president, 


John Tsangaris to act as vice presi- 
dent, and Raquel Centeno as secre- 
tary. The other four candidates have 
not been voted into positions yet but 
will be on the 22 of October. 

“Although I am concerned about 
the small number of student partici- 
pation, | am not worried about the 
small number of students who are 
participating in the senate. Actually I 
am very confident in these students 
and believe they will perform really 
well. These students so far have done 
more than any other senate group. 
They all really seem to be commit- 
ted,” Brown said. 

Brown also added that she sent 
out 900 letters to honor students, 
approximately 500 letters to faculty 
and staff members, and did a lot lob- 
bying on both campuses in which she 
handed out 90 nomination forms on 
the Haverhill campus to get students 
to participate in the Student Senate. 

Brown said, although participa- 
tion numbers have been low in the 
senate, their were enough partici- 


pants last fall to hold elections, even 
though students dropped out after. 

Ernestine Greenslade, director 
of the school’s public relations said 
“Faculty and staff should be more 
involved with the student senate in 
order to encourage students who they 
think have potential, to participate in 
this program.” 

She believes students would par- 
ticipate more if encouraged by staff 
rather than being left to take it upon 
themselves to do it. “The more visi- 
ble the student senate is, the better, ” 
Greenslade added. 

Since the number of members 
are small, Dina Brown said she 
would have to pitch in more and take 
care of some senate responsibilities 
that the students would normally 
have to take care of. 

Brown also added that seats on 
the senate are held yearlong as long 
as the members keep their GPA aver- 
age on 2.25 and their academically 
eligible. 


Gay Straight Alliance starts anew 


By Kate DEVEIKIS 
Contributing Reporter 


While the mood of the first annu- 
al Gay/Straight Alliance meeting 
remained light-hearted with much 
banter taking place, it was clear that 
this club is not only about having 
fun, but that this is an organization 
interested in the welfare of the com- 
munity as well as helping others to 
understand how to live with diversi- 
ty. 

Last year, the club was forced to 
disband after a loss of funding, 
which was not supplied by Northern 
Essex. This year, there was no lack 
of ideas on how to raise money and 
keep the club running. Fundraisers, 
in which half of the proceeds will go 
to charity, were talked about as a way 
of making money for the club. The 


college is also supplying the GSA 
with funds for the first time. 

Bake sales were mentioned in 
regard to raising money. At a previ- 
ous bake sale sponsored by the GSA, 
one of the posters advertising the 
sale was defaced when someone 
wrote “Free Fruitcakes” across the 
sign. That was just one example of 
the discrimination that the GSA is 
forced to deal with. 

Scott Hume, the vice president of 
the GSA, also relayed a recent story 
of his to the group about his being 
harassed by a cop from Nashua, NH. 
The cop allegedly called him a 
“Disney Fag”, and also accused him 
of speeding, even though the cop was 
not in possession of a radar gun. 
Unfortunately, because Scott has no 
witness, he has no proof that the inci- 
dent occurred, and right now his only 
option is to file a complaint against 


the officer. 

The members of the GSA, head- 
ed by Dayv Irvine, were able to talk 
and even laugh about some of the 
past issues that they have had to deal 
with. The members of this club are 
truly some of the most interesting 
and entertaining people that NECC 
has to offer. 

Eight students, and one advisor, 
showed up for this first annual meet- 
ing that was held at noon on Friday, 
the 17th of October, in room 108 of 
the Spurk Building. Meetings will be 
held weekly at the same time and 
place. 

In future weeks, the GSA is hop- 
ing to organize social events, such as 
trips to Boston, Provincetown, or 
maybe a night of bowling where new 
members can meet and get to know 
each other. 


UNH trustees want tougher 
discipline on students who riot 


DURHAM, N.H. (AP) 
University System of New 
Hampshire trustees say they support 
swifter, stronger discipline against 
students who riot. 

But students say the disturbances 
have become a spectator sport, and 
they doubt any official actions will 
deter drunken students from gather- 
ing in the streets and egging each 
other on to acts of vandalism. 

“1 don’t know of anyone who 


runs out of their room saying, ‘I’m 
going to destroy property!’” said 
sophomore Karie Schelfhaudt, 19. 


“People were just trying to get the 
drunken people to throw stuff so they 
could watch them get arrested,” she 
told the New Hampshire Sunday 
News. 

Seven men ages 18 to 22, includ- 
ing six UNH students, were arrested 
Thursday night on charges of felony 


Red Sox loss to the Yankees. 

John Lynch, chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, called the stu- 
dents' behavior “intolerable” in a 
statement Friday. 

Lynch said the university system 
trustees would support tougher mea- 
sures and quicker disciplinary action 
against the small minority of students 
who are “ruining the environment for 
the rest of the UNH community.” 

“We are dealing with young 
adults, but adults nonetheless. They 
must be held responsible for their 
actions,” he said. 

UNH freshman Jeff Gagnon, 19, 
said that rioting after major sporting 
events has become a sport in itself. 

“The school's known for it, and 
people turn out who don't even watch 
the games,” he said. 

Sophomore John Byrns, 20, said 
the rioting is a fad that will probably 


- riet-after a-crewd of 2,500 surged. - -pass, but he doubts-that anything the 


onto downtown streets following the 


administration does will help. 


“The more the administration 
tries to stop it, the worse it's going to 
get,” he predicted. 

“The way they set up the party 
was just fueling it,” he said. “People 
came and got drinks and pizza and 
headed downtown.” 

Freshman Hannah Raymond 
agreed. 

“It actually did a had thing 
because it brought people outside 
and together,” she said. 

When police pushed the rioters 
away from downtown, they surged 
into the courtyard where the official 
party was being held and began over- 
turning trash cans, students said. 

“We were told that if they saw us 
down there, they'd report us to the 
police and write us up. We felt like 
we were in jail,” said junior Mare 
Hall, 20, who watched the distur- 
bance with three friends from his 
dorm.room.- - - - - - 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Pakistani and Saudi 


leaders relunctant to 
send troops to Iraq 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) 
Facing opposition from Muslim 
conservatives, Saudi Arabia and 
Pakistan said Sunday they would 
be reluctant to send troops to Iraq 
without a clear invitation from the 
Iraqi people. 

The United States wants to 
broaden the occupation forces in 
Iraq, especially with soldiers from 
Muslim nations. Washington has 
turned to Pakistan in particular 
with a request for at least 10,000 
troops. 

“If the people of Iraq ask for 
help, Pakistan as a brotherly coun- 
try will do what it can. But we will 
wait for that to happen," Pakistan's 
foreign minister, Khursheed 
Kasuri, said at a news conference 
with his Saudi counterpart. 

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 
Saud al-Faisal said it was prema- 
ture to talk about sending troops to 
Iraq until it is clear that Iraqis want 
them. 


Thousands in Egypt 
protest US, Israeli 
policies in Mideast 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) _ 
Thousands of university students in 
the capital protested Sunday 
against Israeli and American activ- 
ities in the region. 

The small and tightly policed 
on-campus demonstrations have 
been ongoing for a week. Heavy 
security kept students from going 
out onto the streets, and no clashes 
have been reported. 

Some 4,000 students at Cairo 
University chanted against Israeli 
actions in the Palestinian territories 
and condemned Israel's strike 
inside Syria on Oct. 5. 

Israel said its target was a train- 
ing camp used by militant groups, 
but Syria said the base was long 
empty. 


Crowds gather at 
Vatican to honor 


Mother Teresa 


VATICAN CITY (AP) More 
than a quarter-million people — rich 
and poor, royal and regular — flood- 
ed St. Peter's Square on Sunday for 
the beatification of Mother Teresa, 
honoring the nun who built shel- 
ters, orphanages and clinics around 
the world to care for those forsaken 
by everyone else. 

Pope John Paul II presided 
over the open-air Mass but, for the 
first time in a major Vatican cere- 
mony, was unable to utter a word 
of his homily, leaving other 
prelates to do so. In the few prayers 
he did say, his words were so 
slurred and shaky they could bare- 
ly be understood. 

John Paul did declare Mother 
Teresa “blessed,” moving the 
woman many called a living saint 
for her work in the slums of 
Calcutta one step closer to official 
sainthood—and bestowing the 


honor during his 25th anniversary 
“celebrations. —~ see me 
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Life Long Learning program attracts 
older scholars to campus events 


By LAUREN CARROLL 
Contributing Reporter 


Northern Essex Community 
College is not a school directed strictly 
towards young adults. NECC also 
offers special educational lectures for 
adults 50 years and older. This pro- 
gram, called Life Long Leaning, has 
been at NECC since 1982 and was 
organized by Paul Bcvilacqua, the dean 
of academic affairs at the college. 

This program was designed to pro- 
vide the older generation with the abil- 
ity to experience the educational 
aspects of their surrounding culture and 
expand their growing intellect. This 
event is held every Thursday at 2 p.m. 
in the Bentley Library in the 
Conference room. 

The program brings a variety of 
entertainment to each meeting such as 
the telling of fall tales, movie matinees, 
a holiday party, comedians and trips. 
The last meeting of the program was a 
lecture on the Greek and Italian War 
and Mussolini’s Blunder. 

Some newcomers commented that 
the lecture was “very interesting with a 
good presentation and the audience 
participation was very interesting also.” 

The speaker of the day was 


What you can eat 
at the annual town 
gathering 


By JUSTIN LINDSTROM 
Contributing Reporter 


Every year, the well-known 
Topsfield Fair comes to Topsfield 
Mass. for about a week. Many 
people travel to the town to have a 
great time and enjoy the tent 
shops, rides, animals, carving dis- 
plays and large pumpkins. But 
most of all, to enjoy the food. 

The best thing about this fair 
is the food. As you walk through, 
the smells are overwhelming, and 


all you can hear is the crackling 
from the grills and fryolators. The 
people all around you are getting 
messy and greasy from eating the 
many delicious treats the fair has 
to offer. When you finally make 
the choice on what you would like 
to eat, your taste buds are smoth- 


Eating around at 
the Topsfield Fair 


+ 


Everyone should make time for the 
Topsfield Fair to taste the great food. 
The prices are cheap, the choices are 
endless and the taste is incredible. 


i 


Professor Arthur Barlas 


i. arr 


Professor Arthur Barlas who has taught 
at NECC for 18 years. 
history government course as well as a 
World War Il course. Barlas brought 
slides to entertain the crowd that gath- 
ered into the conference room. 

Barlas has spoken a number of 
times at these lectures and was able to 
recognize the faces of those who come 


He teaches a 


every Thursday. 

“We come to the meetings that 
interest us,” said Leona Nickerson. 
“We used to travel all the time and we 
like the history stressed travel logs that 
they do,” said husband Augustine 
Nickerson. “We loved today’s lecture,” 


ered with scrumptious tastes of 
heaven. 

Some of the many choices for 
entrees are tempura, which is fried 
vegetables, fried dough, Italian 
onions, 


sausages, blooming 


German fries and many others 
For desserts, the choices are end- 
less. They have candy and caramel 
apples, cotton candy, honey, ice 
cream, snow-cones and others. 
Since the fair only comes once 
a year, people eat whatever they 
want. The Topsfield Fair is the 
only place that can make the food 
taste so good. The atmosphere also 
adds a lot to the fair food. It makes 
your time at the fair more enjoy- 
able because of the delicious taste 
as well as the cheap prices. 
Everyone should make time 


for the Topsfield Fair in order to 
taste the great food. The prices are 
relatively cheap, the choices are 
endless, and the taste is incredible. 

If you have never been to the 
fair and experienced the wonder- 
ful food, then you really don’t 
know what you're missing. 


agreed both. The Nickerson couple has 
been coming to the Life Long Learning 
lectures for five years, and they say that 
they “love every one.” 

There is a $1 dollar charge for 
admittance for each guest. 

Carol Duhart, the Life Long 
Learning Coordinator at the office of 
Continuing Education Services says, 
“the money is used to go towards the 
program and to help fund the trips that 
we offer.” Duhart has been the coordi- 
nator of the program for three years. 

Next week’s seminar will feature 
the “Lady Legends of Literary History: 
Thaxter and Jewett.” Frances Dowd, 
who will talk about these two historical 
ladies from New England will present 
the lecture. These meetings are geared 
towards the older generation but all age 
groups are welcome. 

The LLL program has much to 
offer those age 50 and over. The con- 
ference room tends to “always be filled 
with a large crowd,” said Duhart, “This 
fall there has been a good amount of 
people attending.” 

This program is intended to keep 
the older generation’s knowledge broad 
and intrigued with each lecture. NECC 
believes that a person is never too old to 
learn. 


Lauren Carroll photos 


Leona and Augustine Nickerson enjoy attending Life Long 
Learning programs at NECC. “We loved today’s lecture,” they 


said. 


Extreme sports show diving 
into the Fleet Center 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Contributing Reporter 


With the growing success of the X 
Games—which some call the alterna- 
tive Olympics because they involve 
medal-winning contests in such risk- 
taking sports as skateboarding, surf- 
ing, BMX and motorcross—profes- 
sional skateboarder Tony Hawk 
decided to take extreme action sports 
to the next level. 

Taking some of 


and part choreographed stunts, with 
live music as the soundtrack. Unlike 
the Vans Warped Tour, which was like 
a concert with an extreme sports 
sideshow, this is the first tour where 
those same extreme athletes are the 
headliners and the music is secondary. 

The music this year will be pro- 
vided by the Anarchy Orchestra, a 
group of handpicked musicians that 
have played with some of the world’s 
best known names such as Alanis 


new terrifying ramp features includ- 
ing the Loop of Death, and the 30 
Foot Fall.” 

There are 15 athletes in the show. 
Most are X Game Alumni, including 
the infamous Moto X rider Brian 
Deegan, who holds the most medals 
in X Game history. Deegan recently 
won a gold medal for landing the first 
360 on a dirt bike. Also in the show 
are BMX riders Mat Hoffman and 
Dennis McCoy, as well as skateboard- 

ers Bucky Lasek, 


the best riders in ————_¢¢-——_—_—_ Bob Burnquist, 
skateboarding, BMX and of course 
and Mot X * awk him- 
eestyle. aut com.  LOra change of pace on Saturday night, toe ea 
bining it with some Or a different kind of Sunday matinee, The Huck Jam 
live music, Hawk cre- . * takes over 
ated the Boom Boom this show will keep everyone from Boston’s _ Fleet 
Huck Jam, a show @hildren to adults in awe. Center for two 


that the Los Angeles 
Times called, “a 
glitzy rock ‘n’ roll cir- 
cus on wheels, with action sports and 
music stars under one tent. It’s sort of 
like the Ice Capades with a halfpipe 
and a house band instead of ice.” 

Started last year, the Boom Boom 
Huck Jam sold out venues across the 
country. It was the first tour that com- 
bined all these extreme sports into one 
show. 

The Huck Jam is part freestyle 


Morissette, Herbie Hancock, and 
Macy Gray. They will be playing 
extended instrumental versions of 
classic punk and alternative songs. 
This year’s tour should be a whole 
new experience. The official Huck 
Jam press release says, “This year’s 
high-octane tour will blow spectators 
away with a new unique set design 
reminiscent of an actual street and 


shows on Oct. 25 
and 26. Tickets are 
still available 
through Ticketmaster, and the prices 
range from $25 to $75 dollars. 

For a change of pace on a 
Saturday night, or a different kind of 
Sunday matinee, this show will keep 
everyone from children to adults in 
awe as skateboarders flip, BMX bikes 
twist and two-hundred-pound dirt 
bikes fly through the air. 


Drop off letters in our newsroom in the Ourania Behrakis 
Student Center, or email us: 
observer @necc.mass.edu 
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Is ‘The Network’ 


Green Day? 
elias aa 


The CD is 27 minutes of three-chords, 
monotone vocals and synthesizers. 


By JASON JOAQUIN 
Contributing Reporter 


What do you get when you mix 
the familiar sounds of a well known, 
established band, Mexican Wrestling 
and 80’s new wave? You get The 
Network whose debut album 
“Money Money 2020” was released 
last week on Adeline Records. 

The CD is 27 minutes of three- 
chords, monotone vocals, and syn- 
thesizers. But there is something 
oddly familiar about this bands 
sound. 

When the album first got men- 
tioned, it was at GreenDay.net 
(www.greenday.net), Green Day’s 
official fan site. This is understand- 
able and you may not think anything 
of it if you knew Green Day’s Billie 
Joe Armstrong is an owner of 
Adeline. “You know what, now that 
I think about it, the band has an 
oddly familiar sound. Hmmm...,” 
said web-master Brian Gray on the 
site after the album was released. 

Speculation began on_ sites 
everywhere and radio stations across 
the country. Was The Network actu- 
ally Green Day? The answer is sim- 
ple. Yes, they are. Members Fink, 
Van Gough and The Snoo are better 
known as Billie Joe, Mike Dirnt, and 
Tre’ Cool. All the clues are there. 


Billie Joe has in the past gone by the 
name Wilehm Fink and Green Day 
also has a song titled that. Fink also 
has the same tattoos as Billie on his 
hand visible on the DVD that came 
with the CD. Van Gough, the bands 
bassist, is a vegan, as is Mike Dirnt. 
The Snoo is a former Mexican 
Wrestler who’s drumming style 
matches Tre’s to a tee. Tre’ is also 
known to frequent Mexico. The 
band also has two other members, Z 
and Captain Underpants whose iden- 
tities are still uknown. 

In a press conference which can 
be seen at Adeline’s official site 
(www.adelinerecords.net), a reporter 
insists they are connected to Green 
Day. This led to a brawl between 
Fink and the reporter which would 
be the end of the press conference. 
There is no official word from Green 
Day, Adeline Records, or Green 
Day’s label Reprise Records about 
the actual origin of this band, or who 
they actually are. They never show 
their faces and their bio only says the 


members hail from all corners of the 
world and were brought together by 
an ancient prophecy, which predicted 
their rise to world power and eventu- 
ally their demise. 

As for the album, don’t expect it 
to all sound like Green Day. It does- 
n’t. The opening track “Joe Robot” 
has a complete 80s sound. As do 
“Transistors Gone Wild” and “Reto.” 
“Supermodel Robots,” which can be 
heard on the Adeline website, can fit 
on any of Green Day’s albums and is 
the song that started that started all 
the talk. “Spike” which features a 
kid making phone calls because he 
needs “a fix” is another fast paced 
mix of punk and new wave. The 
album also contains a DVD with six 
full length videos and is available at 
Adeline’s online store or Newbury 
Comics. 

For all you Green Day fans who 
don’t like new wave, don’t worry. 
This is not Green Day’s new album. 
It is due out the first half of 2004. 


Chamber music 
comes to campus 


By JAMES BLANKEN 
Contributing Reporter 


Music for the 21st century, trea- 
sures of the past, new works pre- 
mieres. That is the motto of the 
Essex Chamber music Players, a 
group of performers from the 
Merrimack Valley area. 

The ECMP was formed in 1999 
in planning for the new millennium. 
On Oct. 19, they held their first 
fundraiser of the year to support the 
players, their formal concerts, and to 
help pay for any other accompany- 
ing performers they may need. 

As the motto states, the purpose 
of the group is to retain the beauty of 
classical works of composers like 
Beethoven, Debussy, and many oth- 
ers. They also play music composed 
by contemporary composers, such as 
Lee Hoiby. 

Professor Michael Finegold, 
professor of music at NECC, and 
artistic director of the ECMP, says of 
Lee Hoiby, “A great contemporary 
composer...that needs greater 
recognition.” 

Finegold has taught music at 
NECC for 32 years, and has been a 
professional flutist since the age of 
14. 

In keeping with the motto of the 
group, this fundraiser was the debut 


performance of the latest addition to 
the ECMP, Professor Sabrina 
Quintana. 

“We're very lucky to have a 
woman like (Ms. Quitana) at the 
school,” Finegold said. 

Quintana is now in her second 
semester teaching at NECC. She 
teaches the Intro to Music class, 
Music Theory classes, and conducts 
the chorus. Quintana has been taking 
professional voice lessons for 15 
years, and has been singing for 30 
years. 

“When I was 4 or 5, I would 
sing for my parents in the living 
room,” Quintana said when asked 
about how long she had been 
singing. 

Quintana will be singing in con- 
cert with the Performance Ensemble 
on Dec. 6-7 in the Bentley Library 
Conference Center. 

When asked for any final com- 
ments, Quintana said, “I would like 
to invite people to join the choir. You 
don’t need to be a music major to 
participate.” 

When Finegold was asked for 
any final comment, he said, “We’d 
like to see all students take a greater 
interest in music outside the music 
that is part of the everyday media. 
(We perform) the music that they 
won’t hear walking into a restaurant 
or hear in the popular media.” 


‘Observer’ staff counts down Top 10 must-have CDs 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


10) Kylie Minogue 
“Fever” 

9) Sarah McLachlan 
“Surfacing” 

8)The Moody Blues 
“Days of Future Past” 
7) Michael Jackson 
“Thriller” 


6) Pink Floyd 

“Dark Side of the Moon” 

Sheila’s Top Five 

5) Lou Reed 

“The Raven” 

Lou Reed sets Edgar Allan Poe to music. 
Could it get any cooler than that? His version 
of “Guardian Angel” is so depressing it makes 
you want to throw yourself under a bus.. but in 
a good way. His wife Laurie, Wilem Dafoe, 
and David Bowie lend their voices during 
other songs. Why are they playing that 
godawful Eagles song on the radio, but they 
won’t play any of this? I agree the concept is 
a little offbeat, but there’s a song on the radio 
about a guy who keeps getting postcards with 
pictures of chimpanzees, so you know, what- 
ever. 

4)The BeeGees 

“Saturday Night Fever” 

It features disco “classics” such as “Night 
Fever”, “Disco Inferno”, “More Than a 
Woman”, “You Should Be Dancing” and the 
famous “Stayin’ Alive”. There are also two 
discofied classical pieces, “A Fifth of 
Beethoven” and “Night on Disco Mountain”. 
It’s all put together in such a way that you can 
follow the general idea of the story without 
having ever seen the movie. 

3)Bruce Springsteen 

“Born in the USA” 
Some people still think this is a patriotic 
~ album. It’s anything but, the title is meant to 
be sarcastic. This is an angry album, the title 


Mick Rock photo 


The original cover art for “Ziggy”. 
David Bowie helped design it. 


song is about a violently bitter Vietnam vet, 
most emphatically not about how wonderful 
the United States is. “Born in the USA” 
expresses the rage of a generation that was 
gypped. 

What he says isn’t always positive but lis- 
teners can’t really deny that he’s telling the 
truth. 

2)The Beatles 

“The White Album” 

An album as famous for what was going 
on behind the scenes, and the reactions it 
inspired in the world as it is for the music that 
came off it. It was their last album together, 
one of the world’s greatest rock bands was on 
the verge of falling apart. 

When The White Album was released, a 
rumor surfaced that there were secret mes- 
sages encoded in the music and on the back of 
the record jacket. Teenagers all over the US 
at least, kept buying copies of the record to try 
decoding the “secret” messages. An urban 
legend says that the message was “Paul is 
dead”, which was obviously not true, since 
Paul is still not dead. 


The White Album is also the record that 
crazed cult leader Charles Manson thought 
was telling him to start a race war by brain- 
washing young into murdering 
wealthy white Californians. So far as every- 
one knows, no other person has ever thought 
The Beatles were asking them to kill people. 

1) David Bowie 

“The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and 
the Spiders from Mars” 

British music magazine “Melody Maker” 
called “Ziggy” one of the most influential 
albums of all time. I have to agree. It’s the 
ultimate in glam rock, spawning hundreds of 
imitators, two movies, a novel, a documentary, 
and made Bowie into a living legend. Not only 
that, but the Ziggy Stardust world tour was 
one of the coolest/wildest world tours in the 
history of rock. Part circus, part opera, part 
traveling Studio 54 with two of Rolling 
Stone’s “100 Greatest Rock Guitarists of the 
Century” joining him on tour. 

The album is the story of an alien, “Ziggy 
Stardust”, who falls to earth. David Bowie 
took on a character and played him with gusto 
for three years, until people had almost forgot- 
ten there was a real man in there too. 

“Ziggy” is 30 this year, just slightly 
younger than Bowie’s own son. A collectible 
edition was released earlier this year. The 
Ziggy persona was so popular Bowie had to 
“retire” and reappear as himself again in order 
to be able to work on new music. His 
“farewell” show was held at the Hammersmith 
Odeon in London, 1973. People loved Ziggy 
so much they actually cried at the end of the 
show. Fans on www.teenagewildlife.com, a 
Bowie fansite, still talk about the concert. 
“Ziggy” has its own fansite,”"The Ziggy 
Stardust Companion” at www.5years.com. 


women 


By STEVIN BARTHOLOMEW 
Opinion Editor 


10). CKY 

“Infiltrate Destroy 
Rebuild” 

9). Weird Al 

“Bad Hair Day” 

8). Steve Miller Band 
“Greatest Hits” 

7). Trainspotting 
Soundtrack 

6). Death Row Greatest Hits 

Steve’s Top Five 

5). Guttermouth 

“Musical Monkey” 

Hardly known in this region Guttermouth is a 
Cali based punk band that has been around for 
many years. I like them because one they are 
crazy and two they are extemely politicaly incor- 
rect, punk music at its finest. 

4). The Beatles 

“The White Album” 

The album that proves that drugs can enhance 
music, a lot. 

3). Everclear 

Songs From an American Movie vol. 1 

I’ve probably listened to this album more than 
any on this list, its just really cool and mello, some- 
thing about Everclear really speaks to me. 

2). Blind Melon 

“Self Titled” 

No they are not a one hit wonder, they have 
more hits than you can shake a stick at however 
they are not played on the radio, if you bought the 
album just to hear “No Rain” give it a listen cause 
its real good. 

1). Dido 

“No Angel” 

It may seem out of character but I have a soft 
spot for the great female sirens like Natalie 
Merchant and Sarah McLachlan., however, | think 
Dido is the best. Her voice is just heavenly and 
songs that she sings perfectly complement her 
angelic voice, so yes I had to put her at numero uno. 


See Top 10, page 10 


= 
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Observer staffs top 10 albums, continued... 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


10). Red Hot Chili 

Peep. pp. ¢ rs 
“Californication” 

9). Soundgarden 

“Superunknown” 


8). Pixies 
“Surfer Rosa” 
7). Smashing 
Pumpkins 
“Mellon Collie and the Infinite Sadness” 
6). Nirvana 
“In Utero” 
Bill’s Top Five 
5. Foo Fighters 
“The Colour and The Shape” 


This is by far the greatest “Fighters” 
album. Starting with the whispering “Doll” the 
band then catapults themselves into the quick- 
paced “Monkey Wrench.” “Colour” is a perfect 
mixture of docile and displeased songs. In 
“Enough Space,” “Windup” and “My Poor 
Brain,” the guitars of Dave Grohl and Pat 
Smear in drop-d tuning give the pieces heavy, 
vicious sounds. “My Hero” is lead singer/gui- 
tarist Grohl’s tribute to deceased Nirvana band 
mate and friend Kurt Cobain. 

4). System of A Down 
“Toxicity” 

“Toxicity” is probably the heaviest 
record I’ve ever listened to. At first, | thought 
System was like any other derivative hard rock 
band. Upon hearing songs like “Chop Suey!” 
and “Toxicity” on the radio, I found something 
unique and meaningful. The songs on this cd 
are filled with political discontent and anger. 


RETELLING EE SBE LER LESLIE OE LLL IEEE OO TTEE. 


“Prison Song” is about how the government is 
trying to capture its citizens. “Deer Dance” is 
about police brutality towards children and the 
helpless. 

Lead singer Serj Tankian yells, “push- 
ing little children, with their fully-automatics, 
they like to push the weak around.” All the 
songs on “Toxicity” seem to go together, as if 
they are all one giant piece. The guitar of Daron 
Malakian shreds as the drums and bass boom, 
blowing your eardrums out. 

3). Alice In Chains 

“Jar of Flies” 

This amazing album took Alice In 
Chains only ten days to record, an audacious 
effort, considering there are only seven tracks. 
“Jar of Flies” contains some of the band’s 
greatest hits, such as “I Stay Away,” “No 
Excuses” and “Don’t Follow” 

Sadly, lead singer Staley died a year 
ago from a drug overdose. What he and his 
band left behind was an enduring legacy of 
dark rock music still heard today in bands like 
Staind and Godsmack. 

2). Nirvana 

“Nevermind” 

What can I say about this album that hasn’t 
already been stated? It just about brought alter- 
native rock into the mainstream in the nineties. 
Hair bands like Poison and Motley Crue that 
dominated eighties metal seemed foolish after 
people heard “Nevermind.” Here was a band 
speaking of real things, feeling alienated, dis- 
enchanted and full of angst. They weren’t brag- 
ging about women or partying. “Smells Like 
Teen Spirit,” the opening punk anthem, demon- 
strates these sentiments. 

Lead singer Kurt Cobain’s primal, help- 
less voice enhances the album as a whole. His 
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CDs brought in by Observer staff included Bon Jovi, David Bowie, U2, Smashing 


Pumpkins and Megadeth. 


guitar is down tuned in the style of Black 
Sabbath, strumming simple power chords that 
give off heavy sounds. “Breed” is such an 
example, where there is a fast-paced rhythm 
with the drums of Dave Grohl tumbling in the 
background. Every song on the album is excel- 
lent, you could tell change was in the air when 
“Nevermind” was released. 

1). Smashing Pumpkins 

“Siamese Dream” 

The greatest Pumpkins record, hands 
down. Loud, dynamic songs filled with guitars 
mix with lyrics full of emotion and pain. In 
“Cherub Rock,” Jimmy Chamberlain’s march- 
ing band like drumming starts off the album as 
the guitars of Billy Corgan and James Iha thun- 
der in the distance. This relentless distortion 
continues onto the song “Quiet.” “Today” is 
about Corgan wanting to end his life. You could 


never tell with the happy acoustic intro! 

What makes this my greatest album is the 
themes “Siamese” deals with and its musical 
intensity throughout it. “Disarm” speaks of 
child abuse Corgan experienced as a child from 
his father. “Spaceboy” is about not belonging 
and feeling different. 

The songs “Geek U.S.A.” and “Silverf***” 
stand out the most. They are epic songs filled 
with solos, heavy riffs and quick tempos, In 
both pieces, the pace shifts from loud to quiet, 
ending in crescendos of ferocity, guitars, bass 
and drums coming together. All in all, I think 
“Siamese Dream” is one of the greatest rock 
albums ever made. It has that big guitar dynam- 
ic to it as well as lyrics that you as the listener 
can connect to and enjoy. 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


¥ 1 0 ) 
§ Audioslave 

“Autoslave” 

9) Metallica 

“The Black 
Album” 

8) Bon Jovi 

“Bounce” 

7)Van Halen 

“Greatest Hits, Volume 1” 

6) Led Zeppelin 

“The Latter Days” 

Dave’s Top Five 

5) Guns and Roses 

“Appetite for Destruction” 

Pure rock and roll, no other way 
to put it. If you forget all the person- 
ality issues and the bad decision the 
members of the band have made, it is 
clear that Axle Rose is one of music’s 
all-time greatest vocalists and Slash 
is one of rocks best guitarists. The 
band may have fallen apart, but this 
is a pure classic. 

4) Beatles 


By MIKE BURKE 


Graphics Editor 
10.) Blind 

Guardian 
“Nightfall 

in middle earth” 
9.) Iron 

Maiden 
“Dance of 

Death” 

8.) Megadeth 


“Countdown to Extinction” 

7.) Iron Maiden 

“Number of the Beast” 

6.) Manowar 

“Battle Hymns 

5.) Megadeth 

“Youthanasia”™ 

This album is also a must have. 
Megadeth was a primary heavy nietal 


“up” 

The greatest collection of 
music’s all-time greatest band. The 
album is a collection of 32 of the fab 
five’s greatest hit. From early hits 
like “She Loves you” to later songs 
such as “The Long and Winding 
Road” it is all there. Listening to it 
reminds people of all generations 
that no one has ever done it quite like 
the Beatles. 

3) Aerosmith 

‘Oh ya’ Ultimate Aerosmith 
hits” 

America’s greatest rock band has 
made so many great songs that it 
needed to make a double CD to 
scratch the surface of its greatness. 
The latest greatest hits CD from the 
band of Boston-area natives covers 
all their hits in a way only Aerosmith 
could. From rock classics like 
“Dream On” to ballets such as 
“Angel” to songs like “Dude Looks 
like a Lady” it shows Aerosmith’s 
greatness. 

2) AC/DC 

“Back in Black” 

Heavy Metal at it’s best. Songs 


band during the 80’s up until the early 
90’s. Recently the lead singer suffered 
severe nerve damage in his hand and 
had to disband from Megadeth after 
about 20 years of being with the band. 
If you are looking for a true heavy 
metal band with thrashing guitars then 
Megadeth is the band for you. 

4.) Manowar 

“Kings of Metal” 

The members of Manowar truly 
are the kings of metal. The band’s lead 
singer Eric Adam’s has one of the best 
voices in music and he can really 
scream when he wants to. The shred- 
ding guitar solos and awesome lyrics 
in the album are insane and this cd is a 
must have for everyone! 

3.) Iron Maiden 

“Somewhere in Time” 

This album is one of Iron 
Maiden’s greatest. With hit’s like 


such as “Hells Bells” and ‘Shook Me 
All Night Long” are delivered to per- 
fection by the heavy vocals of Brian 
Johnson and the driving sounds of 
guitar kings Angus and Malcolm 
Young. Metal bands out there now 
can only dream of copying the sound 
of AC/DC. 

1) Bon Jovi 

“Slippery When Wet” 

A perfect album. Every song is a 
classic in the top album by a band, 
which is still making hits after 20 
years (see Bounce-#8). Jon Bon Jovi 
(vocals/guitar), Richie Sambora 
(Guitar), Tico Torres (drums) and 
David Bryan (keyboard) were never 
better in this album that contains 
such number one hits as “Livin on a 
Prayer” and ‘You Give Love a Bad 
Name” as well as their most recog- 
nizable song “Wanted, Dead or 
Alive.” You can listen to it all the 
way through, enjoy every song and 
just feel good. Isn’t that what makes 
a great album. 


ness of the long distance runner” you 
can’t go wrong. 

2.) Judas Priest 

“The Best Of” 

If you’ve never heard of Judas 
Priest you must have been living under 
a rock your whole life. Bar none the 
lead singer Rob Halford has the best 
voice in heavy metal. Rob Halford can 
have a very low pitch in his voice or an 
extremely high pitch which really 
makes his music unique. 

1.) Iron Maiden 

“Brave New World” 

Every song on this album is awe- 
some. BUY IT!........... NOW! 


By JILLIAN STANTON 


Fashion Editor 
10)Matchbook 
Romance 
SWestoy 
Wishing.” 
9). Oasis 
“ What's the 
story morning 
glory.” 
8). Rascal 
Flats 
“ Melt.” 
7). U2 
“ October.” 


6). Pulp Fiction 
“Pulp Fiction soundtrack.” 
Jill’s Top Five 
5). Dashboard Confessionals 
“A Mark, A Mission, A Band, A 
Scar.” 

A mixture of acoustic songs 
and great hooks, makes this album 
one of the best ever written. This 
album has the potential to not be just 
one of my top ten but on the charts of 


one of the all- time top ten. 
4). U2 
“All that you cant leave 
behind.” 

All that I have to say is its Bono, 
how can it not be great! 

3). Sublime 

“40oz to freedom.” 

Sublime had an amazing mix- 
ture of rap, rock, and reggae. With 
songs like “Date Rape” and “ What 
Happened” how can you go wrong? 

2). U2 

“The best of from 1980 to 
1990.” 

In this album, you can find clas- 
sics like “Sweetest Thing” and “ 
With or Without You.” Any Irish per- 
son would agree with me that U2 is 
the GREATEST BAND OF ALL 
TIME!!! 

1)U2 

“Joshua Tree.” 

Anything that has Bono and the 
Edge on it together is a work of art. 
They are the most talented and cre- 
ative artists of all time. 


By JARED PENDAK 
Sports Editor 


I only need a 
top five because 
they're so 
untouchable that 
they don’t 
belong on the 
same list with 
= anything else. 
Jared’s Top Five 

5). Everclear 

“Sparkle and Fade” 

This is more of a personal 
favorite than a “greatest ever,” since 
I first heard it while at Mardi Gras in 
New Orleans at age 13. 


4). Dropkick Murphys 
“Sing Loud, Sing Proud!” 
Every album by these Bostonian 
Irish punk rockers rules, none more 


completely than this one, which 
came out in 2000. 


3). Jethro Tull 

“Thick as a Brick” 

This one-song, 43-minute mas- 
terpiece is of a child’s poem which 
denounces the motives of greed. 
Awesome stuff. 


2). Phish 
“Rift” 

With so many incredible albums 
put out by the Vermont jam band 
masters, this was a tough call. I 
value ‘Rift’ mostly for its unique 
concept album approach of a trip- 
per’s dream sequence. 


1). Pink Floyd 
“The Wall” 
Amazing lyrics, themes and 
background theatrics make this my 
favorite album of all time. 
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Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Ballad 
5 Neapolitan 
noodles 
10 Exchange 
14 Stench 
15 PC operators 
16 Bindle stiff 
17 Chomp 
18 Chart again 
19 Important times 
20 Witnessed 


I'm saying’ is ... either you find another job, ie 
or we pry that thing off that plate and EAT it!” oe oat page 


Hubbard's 
cupboard 
25 More clever 
27 Rock full of 
crystals 
29 Seek to attain 
31 African 
succulents 
32 Espy 
33 Whiskey shot 
37 Wapiti 
38 Came to a point 
41 The Greatest reer tet Se 
42 Highland miss 
44 Concavity 
45 Leaves out 5 Purity i 
47 Periods of 6 Out of port Solutions 
readiness 7 Big rig 
49 North Dakota 8 Conveys 
city 9 Cleo’s killer 
50 Gestures 10 Did some wool 
53 Tear apart gathering? 
54 Bids first 11 Supremely bad 
55 “__ la Douce” 12 Slacken 
58 Not very colorful 13 Perplexing 
at all problem 
61 Part of USDA 22 Old seatarer 
62 Talked to doves 24 Remainder 
63 Nursing a 26 Tiny arachnid 
grudge 27 Scottish 
64 HOMES part Highlander 
65 Opening bars 28 Singer Fitzgerald 
66 Type of foil 29 Slanderous 
67 Alan of “Shane” remarks 
68 White with shock 30 Exhausted 
69 Russian ruler 34 “__ Keep Falling 
on My Head” 46 Fixed attitude 56 “Portnoy's 
DOWN 35 Choir part 48 __ Alamos Complaint’ 
1 Weeps 36 Perfume cloud 50 Exemplar writer 
2 Garfield's pal 39 Port of Yemen 51 “Norma” or 57 Slight 
3 Some 40 Rotunda top “Louise” 59 Locality 
computers 43 Having been 52 Lukewarm 60 Pub purchase 
4 Lobbed missile canonized 53 Element No.86 62 Today's OSS 
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“She may not be the comeiiest of women, 
but she carries herself well.” 
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Fashion of the editor 


So basically, fashion isn’t my “thing,” but 
when it comes to hats, no one knows 


A guy perspective 
on the latest fashion 
trends 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Now, this 
may come as a 
huge surprise 
to people who 
know me, but | 
am not what 
you would call 
a fashion guru. 
Now, I always 
look pre- 
sentable, but my goal is not to dress 
up like Justin Timberlake. 

Our all-knowing fashion editor 
Jillian Stanton has tried to help me 
understand what is “in” and “out,” 
but it just does not seem to process 
with me. You will see very few peo- 
ple more out-of-place than me look- 
ing around, in Abercrombie and 
Fitch. 

You may ask, “David, what is 
your style?” 

Well, that is a good question. On 
a casual day, you will see me wearing 
a tee shirt, almost always sports relat- 
ed, jeans and sneakers. Sports shirts 
are key. 

On a more formal day, | will wear 


more than me. 


a button-down shirt, khakis and nice 
shoes. Although, I have to admit the 
khakis and shoes are growing on me. 

There is one constant that always 
appears in my “outfit” for the day. 
This item is present unless I am going 
to something super-formal like a 
wedding or prom. This item is the 
hat. 

Now, every guy wears hats, 
right? Well, very few people are as 
obsessed with hats as me. I have a 


collection of around 40 hats, all of 


which are sports ones. 

However, of those 40 hats; only 
about 10 are in the regular daily rota- 
tion because they are the cleanest. 

I keep my hats nice. I never wear 
a hat two days in a row. I would never 
wear one when | am going to work 
out. I also have hats designated for 
days when I know it is going to rain 
out, because they are the ones that 
will not get ruined. 

Nine of the 10 hats that are in 
normal circulation, and one of the 
rain hats, are fitted Zhats brand hats. 
They go for around $15 to $25 and 


they last a while. The only hat that is 
not of that brand I wear is a Boston 
Red Sox hat. 

Speaking of the Red Sox, many 
of my hats are designated as lucky 
for certain occasions. My Michigan 
State hat has been my _ lucky 
Pentucket football hat for two years. 
My Notre Dame hat has been consid- 
ered lucky for tests. I thought my 
Boston University hat was lucky for 
the Red Sox, but that ended recently. 
I even have a lucky hat for a good 
newspaper, my Alabama hat. 

Do I wear hats for the fashion? 
Not really, | wear them because I like 
them. I really have no idea why I 
started wearing them. I’ve been 
doing it since | was a little kid and I 
can’t remember why | started. 

Much to the chagrin of the beau- 
tiful Ms. Stanton, I haven’t gone for 
the trend of mesh hats. I like the nice, 
fitted hats that | have. 

So basically, fashion isn’t really 
my “thing.” But when it comes to 
hats, no one knows more than me. 


UMass Boston 


A Great University in a Great City 


UMass Boston Hosts 
Open House 2003, 
October 25th (29 am 


Looking beyond your Associate’s 
degree? With over 100 program offer- 
ings in undergraduate, graduate and 


Oxctober 2003 


Meet friendly students, 
accessible faculty & 
helpful staff. 


Find out about our 


professional development, UMass 


Boston has something that’s just nght 


for you. Find it at UMass Boston’s 
Open House on Saturday, October 
25th, starting at 9 am. 


The best way to explore any college, 
after all, is to visit. So, come! Look 
us over! Talk to us! Ask questions! 


Take a campus tour! Register for 
UMass Boston Open House 2003, 


now! 


undergraduate, gradu- 


ate, corporate training, 
& distance learning 
opportunities. 


Tour the campus with 


Discover our day, 
evening, weekend, and 
online courses. 


Ask questions. 


’ 


This week’s 
fashion advice 


An answer to the issue 
of what to wear for a 
Halloween costume 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion & Fitness Editor 


It’s that time 
of year when you 
can dress up in 
costumes and 
play pretend. 

That’s right, 
Halloween is 
here! 

Instead = of 
wearing the same old costume that 
everyone else is wearing, here are 
some helpful ideas for your cos- 


One good idea of a costume 
this Halloween is a toga. It is easy 
to make and is always a good cus- 
tom. Just get a sheet from your 
house or go to the local department 
store, and make sure it’s white. | 
would suggest getting big grape 
vines and spray painting them 
gold. That will give the appear- 
ance of the old laurels the Greeks 
used to wear. Then all you need is 
a matching pair of gold sandals 
and you are all set to go out 
Halloween night. 

For all you guys out their try- 
ing to figure out what to dress up 
as, but don’t want to go out and 
buy a costume, there are many 
things that you can do to dress up. 

Even if you just go out, get a 
bunch of face paint and do that, it’s 
better than not doing anything. 


Halloween only comes once a year, so 


take advantage of this time of the year 
when it’s ok to dress up as someone else 


for the night. 


tume this year. 

Now, you know there are 
going to be a thousand people 
dressing up as witches and a mil- 
lion ghosts and vampires. But | 
want to see some creative and orig- 
inal costumes. 


Another thing that you could 
do is take a movie that you like and 
dress up as your favorite character. 

Halloween only comes once a 
year, so take advantage of this time 
of the year, where it is ok to dress 
up as someone else for the night. 


national Collegiate 


Alcohol Awareness 
At Northern Essex Community College 


October 20-24, 2003 


MOST college students don’t drink to excess. 
MOST students drink one time a week or less. 


MOST students have found a way to make sure that the 
important things - like friendships, health, education, 
and future goals - don’t get put at risk due to drinking. 


MOST students are Smart When it Comes to their 
Choices About Alcohol” 


Join us for a week of events which celebrate the Healthy Alternatives. 


Tell it like it is... KICK-OFF CAMPAIGN 


Monday, Oct. 20, 2003 


11 a.m. —1 p.m, 


Lawrence Campus Atrium, Franklin St. 


Tuesday, Oct. 21, 2003 


12 noon— 1 p.m. 


Haverhill Recreation desk in Sport & Fitness Ctr. 


Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2003 


11 a.m. —1 p.m, 


Haverhill Campus, Spurk Building Lobby 


Thursday, Oct. 23, 2003 


12 noon— 1 p.m. 


Haverhill Recreation desk in Sport & Fitness Ctr. 


These events will kick-off the week of the National Collegiate Alcohol Awareness 


for Open Elouse 2003 
Information tables, interactive games and free giveaways will be available 


-all 697.287.6000 
at Www.umb.edu 


Look for our poster campaign around campus! 
To request an interpreter, please 
Sponsored by the NECC Substance Abuse Task Foree & call 978-556-3897 (TI Veice) 
The College Life & Healthy Living Unit , 
(Higj Division of Enrolment Management & Seadents Services. 
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Ian Wittenber, the Fashion Disaster 


Kung Fu fighter 
takes a lesson in style 


from the fashion 


master 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion & Fitness Editor 


I know, I 
know, I was not 
going to do any- 
more fashion dis- 
asters, but come 
on, as if I could 
let this one pass 
me by. I think it’s 
time that Ian 
Wittenber, Liberal Arts major, looks 
in the mirror and thinks to himself 
“do I ever want to get a girlfriend?” 
Because if he keeps wearing these 
clothes the answer is going to be no! 

I do not even know where to start 
with this kid. What is worse, the old 
tee shirt with the paint stains, or the 
old cargo pants with holes in the bot- 
tom? 

When asked to describe his style, 
lan replied, “ In the words of Bruce 
Lee, the ultimate goal is to have no 
style or technique.” Ya, I do not know 
what he is talking about either! 

I have to ask, Jan, did you notice 

‘that there were huge paint stains on 


SSS 


“What I wear depends on whatever 
is on the floor or how much sleep I 


got.” 


your shirt, or did you just not 
care that it looks awful? This 
shirt has seen better days, and 
needs to meet your trash can. 
And the pants, come on! Take 
a piece of advice from me 
Ian, when your pants have 
holes and are fraying throw 
them away! 

Some girl needs to take 
this poor child under her 
wing, and show him the ways 
of fashion. Show poor Jan 
how to dress like a rock star 
and not like a vagabond. 

The first things you can 
do to help yourself out in the 
fashion department is go to a 
place called the mall and buy 
some new clothes. Then take 
a trip to the salon and get a 
haircut! 

When asked about how 
he decides on what to wear 
for the day he replied, “what 
ever is on the floor or how 
much sleep | got that night,” 
which is always a good way 
to decide on what to wear for 
the day. 

Once in a while it’s OK, 
lan to take more than 3 min- 
utes in the morning to make 
yourself pretty. 

Like I have said before, 
in the society we live in today 
your appearanee unfortunate- 
ly means a lot more than what 
you bring to the conversation 


Ian Wittenber 


or surroundings. Looks aren’t every- 
thing, and personality and individu- 
ality should be what people look at, 
but people are quick to discard you 
because of your appearance, and not 
give you a chance. 

This Kung Fu instructor does 
have one good thing going for him, 
and that is he seems to have a nice fit 
body (which is always important). 
He just needs a little help with his 
clothing and he could be the heart 
breaker of NECC. So Ian with a little 
help and guidance, I promise you 
could become a fashion icon. 


Wee ay 


“ The ultimate goal 
is to have no style 
or technique.” 


Ian Wittenber 


Jillian Stanton photos 


(KRT) 

Oct. 20-26, 2003 

Aries (March 21-April 20). Deep 
romantic thoughts and sudden realiza- 
tions are accented this week. Recent 
regrets need to be carefully examined 
and dispelled. Let old disappoint- 
ments fade over the next few days. A 
new era of passionate communica- 
tions with loved ones will soon arrive. 
After Wednesday, watch also for 
unexpected financial announcements. 
Business reversals and late cancella- 
tions are highlighted. 


Taurus (April-21-May 20). Before’ 


midweek, others will be drawn to 
your personal style. Some Taureans 
may be presented with a complex 
romantic decision. Predictable rela- 
tionships versus temporary excite- 
ment may be at issue. Trust your first 
instinct and accept all immediate con- 
sequences.- Emotional risk will prove 
worthwhile. Late Friday, family mem- 
bers or trusted friends may ask prob- 
ing questions. Offer detailed answers. 
Your needs, ideals and expectations 
are valid. 

_ Gemini (May 21-June 21). Rental 
agreements, leases or complicated 


property decisions are highlighted 
early this week. Older relatives or key 
authority figures may expect concrete 
promises or firmly defined time 
schedules. Refuse to be rushed. 
Financial or family pressure will 
eventually fade. Later this week, 
social and romantic invitations 
increase. Potential friends and lovers 
will offer reliable statements and pro- 
posals. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Sibling 
relationships and long-term friend- 
ships begin a short phase of honest 
communications. After Tuesday, 
expect unresolved family or social 
disputes to dramatically fade. Refuse 
to linger over old details or outdated 
ideas. Worthwhile progress will soon 
strengthen key relationships. Later 
this week, business relations may be 
temporarily strained. Thursday 
through Saturday avoid financial 
negotiations, if possible. Inaccurate 
numbers will prove costly. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). 
Roommates or close relatives may 
request greater involvement in your 
personal life. For many Leos a brief 
period of emotional withdrawal is 
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ending. Use this time to outline new 
boundaries between loved ones, 
revise home rules or clarify family 
expectations. Your efforts will be 
greatly appreciated. After Friday, 
workplace differences are more easily 
resolved. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 
Romantic messages may be mislead- 
ing over the next four days. Coy flir- 
tations and suggestive invitations are 
best left temporarily unexplored. 
Although enthusiastic, potential 
lovers may avoid direct questions or 
purposely feign disinterest. Remain 
diplomatic. Obvious emotional sig- 
nals will soon be presented. After 
Thursday, authority figures may 
announce improved workplace meth- 
ods or revised daily schedules. React 
quickly. Your group confidence will 
be noticed and rewarded. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Early 
this week, younger colleagues may be 
unusually thoughtful or unresponsive. 
Perceptions of disapproval and low 
self-esteem are key issues. Before 
Thursday, suggest group discussions 
or newly defined team assignments. 
At present, new colleagues may be 


AAR ; 


& 


SOSA 


waiting for subtle invitations. 
Thursday through Sunday, accent 
unexpected romantic flirtations. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 
Sensuality and unique flirtations are 
difficult to resist this week. Before 
Friday, expect previously ignored 
attractions to be publicly addressed. 
Pay special attention to shy invitations 
or last-minute changes to social plans. 
Remain flexible and expect potential 
lovers to ask for new schedules or 
revised commitments.rity figures may 
be unusually moody. . 

Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21). 
Loved ones press for fast financial or 
employment decisions. Over the next 
few days, expect home routines or 
daily budgets to be strong concerns. 
Temporarily delay important changes, 
if possible. Before next week, lost 
records or faulty paperwork will 
prove bothersome. Early Saturday, a 
unique social or group invitation 
arrives. Private romantic attractions 
and new love affairs are accented. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 20). 
Vivid impressions and _ sudden 
glimpses of the future are accented 
before midweek. Areas affected may 
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be complex family patterns, romantic 
promises or long-term loyalties. Many 
Capricorns will dispel past restrictions 
and firmly commit to the present. Stay 
alert and expect loved ones to offer 
bold opinions. Later this week, social 
triangles in the workplace may cause 
delays. 

Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19). Work 
routines may be briefly interrupted 
early this week. Before Wednesday, 
key officials will feel strongly moti- 
vated to return to outdated business 
methods. Be diplomatic and avoid 
public comment. At present, older col- 
leagues may find it difficult to admit 
procedural mistakes. After midweek, 
intimate relationships will experience 
a new wave of honesty, x 

Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20). Group 
discussions may bring unexpected 
revelations this week. After Tuesday, 
friends or colleagues describe private 
events, rare romantic invitations or 
new attractions. Remain cautious, 
however, and expect dramatic exag- 
geration. By midweek, reliable infor- 
mation concerning social triangles or 
family expectations will arrive. 
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Time the Sox get a real manager 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


No one better blame Tim 
Wakefield for the Red Sox’ loss, he’s 
the major reason they even made it to 
a game seven. 

All right, with that said, the ques- 
tion must be asked, who do we 
blame? Since this is Boston, not 
some semi sports-minded city like 
Minneapolis, we have to blame 
someone. 

We can always start off with 
Nomar Garciappara. The Red Sox 
“superstar” shortstop, who hit 28 
homeruns and had 105 RBIs in the 
regukar season, had only one RBI in 
the American League Championship 
Series. One RBI. Anyone know how 
he got that one RBI? He got it on a 
groundout. So that means that he did- 
n’t even get a hit to drive in a run. 


But I regress. No, I’m not going 
to blame Nomar for the loss. Instead, 
the brunt of the blame must go to 
Grady Little, the man who, with any 
luck, will soon to be the Red Sox ex- 
manager. 

Yes, it may be easy to blame the 
manager for a defeat, but anyone 
who watched the past playoffs, or 
even the Red Sox over the past two 
years, realizes that Little’s decision- 
making is poor and he shows a lack 
of skill as a manager. 

His worst, and most public, blun- 
der was leaving Pedro Martinez in far 
too long in the seventh game of the 
ALCS. But that is only the tip of the 
iceberg for mistakes he made in that 
series. 

In the now-infamous seventh 
game, Little elected to pinch run for 
catcher Jason Varitek in the ninth 
inning with one out. In a tie game, 


why take one of your best hitters, and 
the man who many consider the best 
catcher in baseball, when the likeli- 
hood of one of the next two batters 
are going to get a hit of Yankees 
closer Mariano Rivera is slim any- 
way. Due to that decision, backup 
catcher Doug Mirabelli had to hit in a 
clutch situation in extra innings. That 
is much better then Varitek, right 
Grady? It’s not like Tek’s hit 21 more 
homeruns and drove in 67 more RBIs 
than Mirabelli. 

But I digress once again. 
Grady’s use of the bullpen was ludi- 
crous, often pulling a very hot Mike 
Timlin just because he had pitched an 
inning. 

Am I saying fire Grady? They 
don’t have to. Due to the genius of 
Sox GM Theo Epstein and the rest of 
management, _Little’s —_ contract 
expires at the end of this season. So 


the Sox don’t even need to fire him, 
because he is no longer under con- 
tract. 

Speaking of lineups, why in the 
world would you flip-flop your num- 
ber two and three hitters, as Little did 
with Nomar and second baseman 
Todd Walker, with about three weeks 
left in the season. It just doesn’t make 
sense. Then he switched them back 
in the playoffs, which raises the 
question of why he did it at all. 

So what kind of manager would 
be good for the Red Sox? It seems to 
me that a solid major league manag- 
er needs to have a little fire. 

There are managers out there. 
Former Mets skipper Bobby 
Valentine is available. Sure, he is 
known more for his outrageous 
actions, but a 1436-514 record as the 
Mets manager from 1996 to 2002 
speaks for itself. He’s a little crazy, 


but he’s proved himself a solid man- 
ager and is willing to stand up for his 
players when they need it. That is 
another thing Grady doesn’t do. 

A lower profile possibility could 
be Cleveland Indians bench coach 
Eddie Murray. The Hall of Famer, 
who played in the majors from 1977- 
‘97 has a great baseball mind and, 
according to reports, has shown man- 
agerial skills as a bench coach. 

Speaking of bench coaches, a 
good possibility would be current 
Red Sox bench coach Jerry Narron 
Narron managed the Texas Rangers 
from 2001-2002 and managed a great 
deal in the minors. Plus, who do you 
think has made the good decisions 
for Little? 

None of those managers may be 
available for the Red Sox. But most 
anyone would be better then Grady 
Little. 


Foosball is a competitive sport, too 


Pro fooseballs 
$135,000 World 
Championships 


By NATE Norrtu 
Contributing Reporter 


Bars, nightclubs, pool halls, col- 
lege dorms and frats have long host- 
ed some of the greatest forms of 
modern entertainment. And nearly 
everyone can recall, albeit hazily, 
having played “that game with the 
rods and the plastic men.” Though a 
pillar in the American pastime of 
drunken competition, foosball is just 
another ‘Beer Pong’ to most; some- 
thing to do with friends as your head 
buzzes and liver throbs. This dis- 
missal comes as no surprise -- just 
look at the pera-grinning faces of 
your 13 little teammates; the tenden- 
cy in most is to take it as lightly as 
they do. If they could talk however, 
they would tell you some stories. 

There is a tightly knit worldwide 
culture lurking beneath the surface, 
one that foosball players call the Pro 
Tour. This is where the drunken game 
you knew transforms into a sport you 
live. It encompasses the most — and 
least — loved elements of profession- 
al sports: comeback wins, grudge- 
matches, gambling, pros-with-egos, 
groupies, wannabes, drug dealers, 
self-congratulating corporate suits, 
superstition, madness, tradition, 
titles, trophies and, of course, cash 
prizes. Tour tournaments are nothing 
short of vicious war waged between 
friends, especially at the Foosball 
World Championships where pros 
give it there all for the coveted cham- 
pionship ring. After all, there is a 
greater glory that goes with being the 
best in the world at anything, no 
matter how unwilling many are to 
take it seriously. This is no exception. 

My strange history in foosball 
begins with my heritage. Both of my 
parents have been playing since the 
1970's and, in fact, they met playing 
foosball. A foos-table was essentially 
their first child, well before 1 came 
along. Consequently I have spent my 
entire life around the game, and 
about half of it around tournaments. 
I have placed in, and won, a handful 
of honors — including the 1998 junior 
doubles National title. My partner 
from that event is now the current 


singles World Champion. At the ripe 
old age of 18, he is the most feared 
foosball players in the world. 


A level playing field 


It goes without saying that com- 
petitive foosball is unlike anything 
else. In spite of its dark side (the big 
drinkers, occasional fistfights, and 
self-congratulating, corporate 
schmucks are ever-present) there is 
not a sport more accessible. Anyone 
can climb the ranks; our playing field 
is far more level than others’. And 
while most competitive sports 
require you to be tall, very fit, ridicu- 
lously gifted or a combination of 
each, I have personally witnessed the 
peon-to-pro uprising in foosball time 
and again. 

Playing in these tournaments, 
everyone catches a fair share of beat- 
ings. true to the game’s built-in 
eqaulity, my portfolio of losses 
includes men and women of all races, 
a few parapalegics and at least one 
midget, young and old, skinny and 
overweight, and foreign friends with 
fixed smiles and broken english. But 
as I examined these big losses I’ve 
endured over the years, it dawned on 
me that foosball is almost exclusive- 
ly mental. It all comes down desire, 
dedication and practice, nothing else. 
Some people play baseball their 
entire lives, but never on a stadium 
field, let alone the World Series. Yet, 
after only one year of ‘serious’ foos- 
ball, a World Title is realistically 
within reach. 


The Tourneys 


The Pro Foosball Tour is promot- 
ed and run by Valley (valley.org), the 
company that manufactures Tornado 
foosball tables. They’re the standard 
foos-table in America (the one with 
three goalies), as well as on the tour. 
Foosball ‘season’ is a combination of 
smaller regional tournaments, with 
three essential majors: the $55,000 
Hall of Fame Classic in March (Las 
Vegas), The $55,000 Nationals in 
July (Minneapolis), and the $135,000 
World Championships in August 
(Dallas). Those money figures 
you're drooling at come from the 
combined prizes: cash payouts, table 
giveaways, title jackets and, in the 
case of the World Championship, 
gold championship rings. 

The players and events are divid- 


ed into four ranks — Rookie, Semi- 
Pro, Pro and Pro Master — based 
entirely on your win-loss record in 
matches. These tracked results give 
each individual ‘tour points’, a rating 
system comparable to that of pro 
chess. Your rank determines every- 
thing, from what events you can play 
in to the cost of your entry fees. The 
higher the class of events you play, 
the more respect you gain and the 
higher the payouts if you win. 
Playing on tour is expensive. You 
have to factor in airfare, hotel accom- 
modations, food, registration fees 
(for new players), entry fees, and last 
but definitely not least, quarters to 
feed the tables with. Games are 
decided by the first player to score 
five points. Matches are best-of-three 
or best-of-five, depending on the 
event. Each game costs 75 cents (for 
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up to nine balls). Multiply that by 
three days of constant playing over 
150-200 tables at each major and 
you've got a well-oiled cash 
machine. 

This is all aside from the percent- 
age I assume Valley takes for the 
business it throws to Dallas/Fort 
Worth’s Hyatt Airport, a first-class 
dump. The hotel is hated by most, 
and for good reason. It is literally in 
the center of the airport. As a result, 
the prices on everything, especially 
food and drinks, are inflated. It is iso- 
lated, a good half an hour’s drive 
from anything, and has scant access 
to public transportation. Since 
foosers generally don’t rent cars (and 
barely leave the tournament room), 
getting to the grocery store resembles 
“Mission Impossible” played out in 
redneck country. Even getting pizza 
delivered is next to impossible for 
those unwilling to bribe Dominos 
with a huge order. In the end, most of 
us are forced to eat the hotel’s $15 
hamburgers and nurse $5 shots of 
generic tequila. 


Of course, I have no proof of 
Valley getting cut-in by the hotel. 
What I do know is more than 500 
players from 13 countries are annual- 
ly forced to stay there, and they 
loathe it. This has been the venue for 
nearly a decade. And since it is so 
isolated from the rest of civilization 
(throwing that term around loosely in 
Texas) and matches run from 9 a.m. 
until | p.m., staying at another hotel 
is never a realistic option. Why else 
would they continue to use this 
place? 


The 2003 World 
Championships 


As | stand atop the fifteen-foot 
bleachers surrounding table number 
one, where every final is inevitably 
held, my eyes drift over the field of 
nearly 200 tables, and up towards 
where the ballroom walls meet the 
ceiling. Banners run across the 
perimeter, displaying the names of 
past champions and moments of 
foosball history. Every time I come 
here, I survey the place. It reminds 
me that anything is possible here, 
that the odds-on favorite may well be 
derailed by a nameless schlep, in 
spite of all the projections and pre- 
dictions. 

Open singles features a first- 
place prize of $8,000 and a gold 
championship ring. Second place 
earns $4,000 and third, $2,000. On 
second thought, anything wasn’t pos- 
sible. Not in singles anyway. Not 
since the high times of the Roman 
Empire has murder been witnessed 
by so many people. Tony “Killing 
Spree” Spredeman, the humblest, 
nicest 18-year old murderer you 
could ever meet, went on a frenzy. 
Spredeman has an international repu- 
tation for playing aggressively, and 
his style could be compared with a 
mix of dusted grizzly bear and 
wolverine. In last year’s Worlds, he 
finished second in his first foray in to 
open singles, losing on a tough point 
that inadvertently backfired into his 
goal. 

This year, all 600-plus foosers 
locked eyes on Spredeman from day 
one. Suffice to say, he was taken 
more seriously as a threat, and 2003 
was not to be a repeat of last year’s 
heartbreak. Spredeman outclassed 
top players even twice his age. He 
got his revenge, too, by putting the 
waffle iron to Belgium’s Fredrico 


Collignon, the man he lost to in the 
2002 final. Fredrico is a living leg- 
end, known to double and triple at 
majors by winning a combination of 
open singles, doubles and mixed 
doubles. He took third in singles this 
year. 

Coming into the finals, 
Spredeman still had one of the tough- 
est players on earth to face. His 
opponent was Louis Cartwright, the 
1996 World Singles champion with a 
long list of other titles. Nobody can 
deny Cartwright’s table precision and 
speed. Even the most avid brain sur- 
geon would have to envy his hands. 
Not that it made any difference. He 
was dominated and dispatched, 
reduced to embers. The ring went to 
Spredeman (best of five games: 5-2, 
5-1, 4-5, and 5-2). 


The End of the Worlds 


For me, the final night was a blur. 
The years melt together like a G.I. 
Joe figure under a magnifying glass 
ona sunny day for too long. The one 
thing my mind keeps going back to 
with any clarity is the last night of 
each Worlds. This is always the most 
fun because the pressure is off, the 
music is loud, and the bar is packed. 
All ranks are here, betting ridiculous- 
ly, showboating, talking trash and 
laughing. 

The squabbles of the past few 
days are long forgotten, which is 
unbelievable. I’m not talking about 
good-natured jabbering, but truly 
fierce arguments that tend to propel 
heated play into something much 
uglier. There are serious allegations 
of cheating. Money has that way of 
bringing out the best in talent, and 
the worst in character. Consider this: 
open doubles pays $15,000 for first, 
$7,000 for second, and $3,000 for 
third, and all 27 events over the 
weekend feel equally high-staked. 

By the time the hotel staff (or 
Dallas PD) finally kicks us out of the 
bar at three or four in the morning, 
the hatchets have been buried and 
that sense of family, which was so 
pervasive earlier, has returned. 
Amidst our quest to find our beds, or 
someone else’s, we all say goodbye 
to good friends and better enemies, 
always parting with a friendly threat: 
“I'll see you in Vegas.” 


This story appeard in ‘“The 
Weakly Dig” on Oct. 8, 2003. 
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Days later, devastation lingers 


Red Sox’ collapse in 
game seven as 
painful as it gets 


Imagine that 
you’re in midair, 
dangling high 
m above a gorge, 
next to a cliff. 
Your favorite 
food—a favorite 
» food you 
haven’t tasted 
since, say, 
1986—rests on 
the cliff’s edge. You realize that this 
food is within your range to grasp, 
but not without a mammoth effort. 
You urgently yet calmly swing and 
sway, and are finally able to prop 
your foot upon the cliff ledge. The 
savory scent of your meal greets your 
senses. You’re almost there. Then, 
just as you reach for the prize you’ ve 
strived so diligently to attain, utter 
horror invades the situation as your 
rope suddenly snaps. Instead of feast- 
ing on your meal in pride and satis- 
faction, you plummet into an obliv- 
ion of doom. 

That pretty much sums up how it 
felt for the Red Sox and their legions 
of fans last Thursday night, when an 
absolutely magical World Series run 


disappeared painfully in the late 
stages of game seven in the American 
League Championship Series against 
the hated New York Yankees. 

This unbearable loss served as 
much more than “one that got away.” 
Decades of frustration were in line to 
be dissolved. New York’s hex over 
Boston seemed inevitable to desist, 
and uproarious jubilation teetered in 
the New England air. An enchanting 
regular season and a thrilling three- 
game comeback in the first round 
against Oakland were to be followed 
by beating the Yankees in game 
seven of the A.L.C.S. What an amaz- 
ing ride. What a fabulous way to 
bring dreams of a World Series into 
fruition. 

And what a catastrophic way for 
them to vanish. 

Yes, this is a sob story. I’m cry- 
ing and complaining, still trauma- 
tized and writhing from this unfath- 
omable defeat, days after the disaster 
occured. It’s hard to function through 
life. It’s hard to sleep. | mean, how 
long does this damned Curse of the 
Bambino have to last, 500 years? 
This loss was terrible for long-time 
‘Sox fans, who have endured a num- 
ber of heartbreakers in the postseason 
or with postseason implications 
throughout the years. It was equally 
as painful for the younger contin- 
gency of Bostonian hopefuls, who 
were too young or not yet alive dur- 
ing the misery of Bucky Dent’s home 
run in 1978 or Bill Buckner’s error in 


game six of the 1986 World Series 
(which beth came during games 
against New York teams, I might 
add). 

Indeed, this one will be tough to 
recover from. This was our year, and 
a happy ending dissipated with the 
force of a Mack truck colliding with 
a lemonade stand. Optimism would 
surface, perhaps, over the pain if we 
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This unbearable 
loss served as 
much more than 
‘one that got away.’ 


could say, “It’s okay. The Sox will be 
back in A.L.C.S. next year and then 
we'll get ‘em.” But it’s incredibly 
difficult to even make the playoffs in 
baseball, and with player salary 
demands and questions in the manag- 
er department creating susceptibility 
for major personnel changes this off- 
season, it’s impossible to predict how 
long it will take for Boston to have 
another team on the brink of a World 
Series berth. This year’s team made it 
as far it did with implacable team 
chemistry and an abundance of 
clutch performances, elements that 
could very well be altered in 2004— 


Men’s basketball ready to go 


Season begins 
November Ist 


By Bos HORAN 
Contributing Reporter 


Under the direction of fifth-year 
coach Darren Stratton, the high-fly- 
ing Northern Essex mens basketball 
team returns to the court Nov. 1. 
Coach Stratton hopes to improve the 
success of last year, when the team 
finished one win shy of a berth in the 
National Junior Collegiate Athletic 
Association's "elite eight" postseason 
tournamen. After the Knights defeat- 
ed arch rival Roxbury CC, they suf- 
fered a_ heart- 
breaking 45-39 
loss to Springfield 
ech’ in — the 
Regional Final. 

"We want to 
focus on our 
guards because 
we're very talent- = 
ed at the position § 
this year,” said 
Starron, who is 
NECC mens bas- 
ketball’s all-time 
assist leader. “We 
need to utilize our 
speed in the open 
floor, play agres- 
sive man-to-man 
defense and run 
the fast break." 

The Knights 
will be looking for 
leadership from 
Louis Juarbe, 
Sucre Medina and 

-Gregg 


were instrumental in last season’s 
success. Said Stratton, "We went 
through some rough times, some dif- 
ficult times, but I would go to battle 
with these kids anytime. They give 
me everything they have in every 
game. | have a great deal of respect 
for Louis. I have never, ever seen a 
point guard play a better game than 
the one he played against Roxbury in 
last year’s regional semi-final." 
Juarbe has been selected as team cpa- 
tian this season. 

Up front, Medina and Duncan 
will do the dirty work for the 
Knights, relied on for thier defensive 
and rebounding skills. "These two 
are very hard workers and give us 
toughness underneath,” said assistant 


coach Joe Tardif. "The coach is not 


three players who registers a slam dunk. 


worried about his team’s 
score points this year.” 

Offensively, the Knights bost the 
well-toned abilities of Craig Osgood, 
Sercan Fenerci and Joe Tardif, Jr. 
“(In Osgood, Fenerci and Tardif), we 
have three players that are pure 
shooters, can take the ball strong to 
the hoop with either hand and are 
great scorers," said Stratton. "Talent 
wise, this team could be very good, 
but it doesn't matter how we look on 
paper. They have to do it on the hard- 
wood.” 

Stratton says the conference is as 
tough as it has been in ten years, cit- 
ing overall talent level in the 
NJCAA. he is optimistic about his 
club’s chances, however. "This club 
will be a hard working, defensive ori- 
ented unit that will 
be ready to play 
every night," said 
Stratton. 

The coach is 
also looking for 
support from the 
NECC communi- 
ty. "The kids here 
play a great brand 
of basketball, they 
are hard working 
and the games are 
free. Anyone who 
is a fan will have a 
great time." 

The Knights 
open the season 
Noy. 1-2.at New 
Hampshire 
Peehn ie al 
 Institute’s Tip Off 

Tournament 
' before their first 


ability to 


Sared Pexutale ara home game Nov. 6 


Ag ah in see 


Duncan, Knights center Francis Beya works on his low post game—and Bunkerhill. 


that’s what makes this year’s game 
seven fiasco sting all the more thor- 
oughly. 

Red Sox manager Grady Little, 
whose upbeat attitude and casual 
demeanor were invaluable compo- 
nents in staving off potential club- 
house controversy and keeping the 
team solidified, has an expired con- 
tract and may not be re-signed. 
Although it’s unlikely that Red Sox 
General Manager Theo Epstein and 
the rest of Boston’s front office will 
decide against re-signing Little sole- 
ly based on his decision to leave 
Pedro Martinez on the mound during 
the eighth inning of game seven. 
Granted, it was a horrible decision— 
Martinez was hovering around the 
pitch count with which he normally 
exits games and Boston’s bullpen 
had been reliable throughout the 
playoffs—but Little was too much a 
part of the team’s success this year 
for the front office to give in to fan 
and media demands and oust him 
without careful consideration. You 
can bet the players will want him 
back, and that will likely weigh into 
the decision. 

Speaking of the players, Nomar 
Garciaparra has one year left on a 
sizable contract, making his trade 
value high, and his desire to remain 
in Boston is questionable. As tough 


as it sounds, Nomar, a backbone of 


the franchise for the last seven sea- 
sons, might be gone next year. 
Other questions also loom in 


regards to keeping intact an offense 
that set several major league records 
including slugging percentage and 
total bases ‘03. Second baseman 
Todd Walker and DH David Ortiz, 
both mighty contributors in the Sox’ 
prolific batting lineup, are free 
agents. Walker (.349 batting average, 
5 home runs) had a tremendous post- 
season at the plate, but his skills 
manning the infield have been shod- 
dy and his defensive ineptitude was 
magnified when he committed a two- 
run error in Boston’s A.L.D.S. game 
two loss at Oakland. Ortiz, who came 
through with a handful of game-win- 
ning hits during Boston’s playoff 
charge, may pursue a large contract 
and it is unlikely that all three (Ortiz, 
Garciaparra and Walker) will be 
afforded, though Boston set franchise 
attendance records this year and the 
front office will have extra money to 
work with, Mike Timlin, arguably the 
Sox’ best relief pitcher, is also a free 
agent and should be re-signed. 

These issues will make for anoth- 
er interesting offseason, which Sox 
fans have grown accustomed to deal- 
ing with in the wake of late season 
collapses. But the disdain resulting 
from a collapse of this magnitude 
will keep fans reeling for months. 
The recovery process will make an 
eternity out of this winter, and 
thoughts of what might have been— 
check that, should have been—will 
swirl in our minds until the first pitch 
of 2004 and beyond. 


Boston Sports Wrap up 


Red Sox: Boston overcame a 2-0 


series deficit against Oakland in the 
A.L.D.S., but squandered a 5-2 lead in 
game seven of the A.L.C.S. against New 


York and lost, 6-5. 


Patriots: The Pats came through with 
a scintillating 19-16 overtime win at 
Miami Oct. 19, marking their first victory 
ever on the road against the Dolphins in 
the months of September or October. — 


Bruins: At press time, the B’s were 
coming off consecutive come-from- 
behind wins over Los Angeles and 
Anaheim and held a record of 3-1-2. 


Celtics: In a trade that surprised 
many, the C’s traded foward Antoine — 


Walker along with point guard Tony Delk 
for a three-player package including is 
foward Raef Lafrentz from the Hallas. 


Mavericks. 


Jared Pendak is the NECC Observer sis Editor. 
He can be panied at idpendak@exells, com 


rey 2 se 


Page 16 NECC Observer Oct. 22, 2003 


Ron Heiseler relaxes by playing a little guitar outside of the C building. It was enjoyed by those 
going to and coming from classes. 


Mike Burke photo 


Mike Burke photo 


The leaves are changing color, a beautiful sign of the changing seasons, and that the holidays are Construction taking place near the baseball field. Not as lovely 
approaching. as the leaves, but necessary. 


